
‘I believe’ — 
in a miracle 
like no other 


THOSE who have heard the Bishop of Durham, 
such as the clergy who attended our last Swan- 
wick Conference, will know that he is a passion- 
ate man of faith and a convinced believer in the 
Resurrection. 

However, although he believes in the spiritual 
presence of Christ with us, he does not believe 
in the empty tomb, the bodily resurrection of 
Christ. There is, I think, much more to be said 
for the traditional view than he allows. 

The traditional view, by the way, is not that 
the body of Jesus came alive again in the same 
way as before, a resuscitated corpse. It is that 
the body of Jesus was totally changed — 
transfigured into a glorified spiritual body, to use 
the term of St Paul. 

I believe in the traditional view for four 
reasons. First, when God created the physical 
world, he said it was good. This goodness was 
affirmed when the Son of God took human flesh 
and lived a physically-human life in a material 
world. The Resurrection of Christ’s body is 
therefore totally in keeping with God’s high 
evaluation of the world in which we live. It is 
not simply to be discarded but changed. 

Secondly, although God usually works his pur- 
poses through the regular rhythms of nature, we 
cannot rule out the idea that he might on occa- 
sion wish to act in a miraculous manner. The 
presupposition that God cannot or will not so act 
is a modern presupposition which we need to 
question. 

After all, God created matter out of nothing 
in the first place. No doubt the time will come 
in the future when the whole of matter will be 
transmuted into the stuff of glory. 

The Resurrection of Christ is like no other 
miracle. It is both a new creation, parallel with 
the first one, and the beginning of the end, a 


prefiguration of the transfiguration of all things 
in the fullness of God’s kingdom. 

Thirdly, although some New Testament 
scholars think that the story of the finding of the 
empty tomb is late and legendary, equally- 
reputable New Testament scholars find it early 
and authentic. The Jewish scholar, Geza Vermes, 
has written that the only conclusion acceptable 
to the historian, of whatever persuasion, is that 
all opinions “are simply interpretations of the one 
disconcerting fact: namely that the women who 
set out to pay their last respects to Jesus found 
to their consternation, not a body, but an empty 
tomb’*. 

Fourthly, though there are different interpreta- 
tions of the empty tomb, there remains the fact 
that neither opponents nor the followers of 
Jesus were able to produce his body. 

No cult grew up round the tomb of Jesus nor 
were opponents able to explode the Christian 
claim by producing his body. There is, of course, 
no proof, but nor on the other hand is there a 
neutral history available to believer and non 
believer alike. 

One of the strongest reasons why we interpret 
the story of the empty tomb in the way we do 
is because we know the quickening, life-giving 
touch of God now, raising us from the death of 
sin and despair. 

I do not want to see people unchurched. The 
Church must be warmly embracing enough to in- 
clude people with different understandings of the 
Resurrection. 

However, it is totally false to convey the im- 
pression that modern-minded people cannot 
believe in the bodily resurrection and that it is 
only fuddy duddies who do. 

Christ is risen, and there is a strong case for 
understanding his Resurrection in the traditional 
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THE LOCAL RESPONSE TO ALL YOUR REEDS 


OUR QUALIFIED STAFF CAN ASSESS AND 
ADVISE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF EQUIPMENT. 

POWERED CHAIRS AND SCOOTERS, SELF-PROPELLED 
CHAIRS, BATHROOM - BEDROOM - KITCHEN - 
SITTING ROOM 

We have a wide range of products for all these areas. 
The solution to your problem lies with us 
Monday to Friday 9-5.30. Saturday 9-1 
58B HIGH STREET AYLESBURY 415003 
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FOR 19 years the community T 
of Long Crendon and the two 
parishes of Chearsley and 
Nether Winchendon, which 
form part of a United 
Benefice, have staged perfor- 
mances of six plays from the 
14th century York Cycle of 
Mystery Plays. 

The Vicar, Canon Stanley 
Young, initiated the produc- 
tion in 1972 following his long 
association with the plays at 
Aldermaston which still con- 
tinue every Christmas. 

The original idea of the 
plays was very similar to that 
of the mediaeval stained glass 
artists — to tell the Christian 
message by visual means as 
there were few or no books 
and many could not read. 
Merchant Guilds took on the* 
responsibility of producing 
and performing individual 
plays, the most famous of 
which constitute the York, 
Lincoln, Chester and 
Wakefield Cycles. 

Of these, the most complete 
set existing is the York Cycle, 
from which the Long Crendon 
plays are taken. The plays do 
not attempt to tell the whole 
story but concentrate on the 
Resurrection; therefore, they 
are always performed between 
Easter and Ascensiontide. 
Photo: by Tim Russian shows 
Christ (Steven Lambell) giving 
the grave cloth to the angel 
(Jessica Cave). 
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COTSWOLDS 

Whether you are planning an outing 
or holiday, we can help you. Only 4 
miles from Bourton-on-the-Water yet 
in quiet village. Lunches or tea for 
coach parties. Easy parking. Also 
B&B + EM. Three day bargain 
breaks until Easter. 

Tony & Hazel Gibson, Cotswold 
View Guesthouse, Nether 
Westcote, Kingham, 0X7 6SD. 
Tel: Shipton-under-Wychwood 
830699 


THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, and 
is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Common Prayer, 
join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 


Geoffrey Harding 

Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 

Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVENTON, OXON. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours Service, Private Hire Cars. 

Also available: 

MONUMENTAL MASON 

Personal, caring service 

67 St. Mark’s Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 


EWELME EXHIBITION 
ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

For children at fee paying schools. 

For details send sae to: 

THE CLERK TO THE GOVERNORS 
EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 
126 HIGH STREET, OXFORD OX1 4DG 


ANNE COLLINS 

EXCLUSIVE BRIDALWEAR & 
ACCESSORIES 

GREAT MISSENDEN (02406) 3724 

Call for an appointment to view our beautiful 
collection and discuss your complete 
requirements. 

Let us help you and your attendants to look the 
very best on your special day. 

‘Ravels ton Martins End Lane 
Great Missenden, Bucks HP 16 9HR 


0 Holloway’s 0 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
: OXON OXI6 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 

STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


Funeral Directors 


H. C. Grimstead Ltd 

Amersham 
(0494) 726130 

our, nan m surnr mmm 

Harefield 
0895 822297 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 

Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 

Gerrards Cross 
(0753) 882644, , 

TILBURY HOUSE 
SHEPHERDS LANE 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

West Drayton 
(0895) 442032 


MY childhood in Peterborough 
was spent in a completely non- 
Christian household. However, 
my father discovered that I had 
a ‘voice’ and wanted to get me 
into the Cathedral choir. But I 
failed the entrance test and then 
joined the parish church choir 
instead. 

I suppose I was rather a good 
little boy. I always said my 
prayers, and when I was 
prepared for confirmation I was 
struck by the discipline and 
practice of the Anglo-Catholic 
faith to which our parish church 
closely adhered. I was fourteen 
when I suddenly realised that be- 
ing a clergyman was a job that 
I could do, and wanted to do. I * 
didn’t discuss it with my parents 
because I was afraid of what my 
father might say, and the only 
person I told was our Rector 
who said that he had been expec- 
ting it. 

I went straight from school to 
Manchester University, where I 


Bearing up in 
Christ’s way 




Richard Woodward 


read Politics and Modern 
History. Then I went on to 
Chichester Theological College 
which I loved. My parents were 
confirmed when I was there. I 
can’t honestly say that I had a 
great sense of the presence of 
God in my life then. Ordination 
was just something that I felt I 
had to do, and which I thought 
I would be good at. 

In my early twenties a great 
influence on my life was Colin 
Stephenson, Administrator of 
the Shrine of Our Lady of Wals- 
ingham, who taught me that 
religion and our faith are fun. 
I’ve always had the most 
tremendous joy out of my faith, 
and one of the things that I 
always thank God for is my gift 
of humour. It’s been a tremen- 
dous source of compensation 
and comfort in my life. I think 
the Catholic religion allows me 
to express the richness and the 
glory of God in worship and in 
my life. 

I am very much a sacramen- 
talist, and a great believer in the 
fact that God focused for us in 
the sacraments. Being such a 
weak, simple individual I need 
to be assured that God is present 
in bread and wine. The 
Eucharist is something which is 
absolutely essential to my whole 
life. 

When I was first ordained. in 
1962 I was a good Anglo- 
Catholic young man, and was 
there to do a job — and that’s 
what I was going to do. I have 
been aware of being a ‘pilgrim’ 
only since I developed MS. I 
don’t consider myself ill, though 
when I was first diagnosed in 
1970 we cried like babies, but 
we determined to keep it a secret 


to begin with. We succeeeded 
until a wise old lady in church 
saw that I wobbled a bit as we 
walked into church in proces- 
sion, and wrote to the Rector 
believing I was the worse for 
drink! He said it was time to tell 
everyone, we did — at a sherry 
party in true Beaconsfield 
fashion. 

I was terrified about going to 
church the next Sunday. I 
remember it so well. I walked 
in, and it was almost as if I was 
carried from the West End of the 
church to the sanctuary on a 
wave of prayer from the con- 
gregation. It was wonderful, and 
since then together we haven’t 
really looked back. 

The fun may be a bit of a 
defence. I’m aware of that. I’m 
not just the composed person 
that people perhaps see, and 
there are still times when I get 
terribly angry about it.. The 
relationship I am lucky enough 
to have with God is one that can 
cope with anger as well as love. 

I tell God all the time that I’m 
angry, and express it in my 
prayer nearly every day. 

I thought “Why me?” for a 
long time. Then I realised that 
I was asking the wrong question 
because “Why not me?”. I 
believe very firmly in redemp- 
tive suffering, and “what it is 
for” and although it sounds ar- 
rogant I think I have a share in 
that. Whilst I am ‘suffering’ 
others are not, though I don’t 
really suffer but I have this 
‘diminishment’ of my original 
self, as it were. I have never 
been a great fan of St Paul, but- 
my MS is like his thorn. I wish 
I had his contentment with 
weakness. 


Photo, courtesy of The Bucks Advertiser 


I have asked God to heal me, 
and there are people all over the 
world praying for me. I always 
remember a parishioner paid for 
me to go to Burswood, the home 
of healing. I went into the chapel 
one morning for Mass, and was 
praying. I looked at the crucifix 
on the high altar; and there was 
a sort of ‘happening’ or however 
you want to describe it. By the 
side of the Cross I thought I saw 
a figure with his right arm 
holding the crucifix and his left 
hand holding his heart. He 
seemed to be saying to me: “No 
I am not going to heal you. I am 
not going to make you as you 
were before. I am going to give 
you a cross to carry, but don’t 
worry because I am also going 
to give you my love to help you 
carry it.” 

I sometimes fear for the future 
— but then I am always remind- 
ed of Julian of Norwich, that all 
will in fact be well and I just re- 
ly on Him. 

I would like to have grown 
more, but I think through my 
disabality I have grown in my 
awareness of God — of his stag- 
gering importance. The sheer 
fact that God became man is so 
wonderful it convinces me that 
God is with me now. I know it 
in my head and also now feel it 
in my heart as well. Just as God 
was with Jesus on the Cross, 
God is with Richard on his 
Scoota. 

Richard Woodward was ordain- 
ed Deacon in 1962 and priested 
in 1963. Since 1969 he has been 
Vicar of St Michael's, 
Beaconsfield, and also acts as a 
Personal Tutor to members of 
the Non-Stipendiary Ministry 
course and as a Counsellor to 
other clergy. He is The DOOR *s 
Book Editor too. His wife, 
Solbeig, comes from Finland, 
and they have two daughters. 
Since 1970 Richard has had 
Multiple Sclerosis. 


How to 
learn 
'racefully 


IF you are interested in retiring 
gracefully, learning New Testa- 
ment Greek, or finding out 
about the work of a church- 
warden you would do well to 
look at Oxford Archdeaconry 
Training Scheme’s summer pro- 
gramme. 

It includes a number of short 
courses and workshops on a 
variety of subjects from ‘Help 
for the Helpers’ and ‘Growing 
in Prayer’ to ‘Worshipping in 
today’s Church’ and ‘New 
Testament Greek’. 

In addition, the Chiltern 
Christian Training Scheme of- 
fers: ‘Exploring the New Testa- 
ment’ and ‘Working in Groups’ 
at Amersham, and ‘Mission and 
the Local Church’ led by an 
ecumenical team at Bourne End. 

In Berkshire, the Reading and 
Bracknell Christian Training 
Programmes are even putting on 
a day course on the maintenance 
of church buildings, as well as 
others which include ‘Helping 
Marriages’ and ‘Supporting 
PCC Secretaries’. 

Contact: Berkshire: The Revd 
Dr Nicholas Cranfield, St 
Mary’s House, Chain Street, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 2HX. 
Buckinghamshire: The Revd 
Philip Roderick, 18 Sunters 
Wood Close, Booker, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP12 4DZ. 
Tel: 0494 21605. 

Oxfordshire: The Revd Gill 
Sumner, 9 Chalfont Road, Ox- 
ford OX2 6TL. Tel: 0865 
58023. 


John Barton’s 
retirement 

JOHN Barton came as Chaplain to 
the United Oxford Group of 
Hospitals in 1972. Besides the care 
of the sick and their families he has 
given a great deal to the organisation 
and professional development of 
hospital chaplaincy nationally. 

Within the Diocese he has provid- 
ed training opportunities for theolog- 
ical students, clergy in the non- 
stipendiary ministry and in post- 
ordination training. 

The John Radcliffe Hospital will 
be saying farewell to John towards 
the end of May. To contribute 
towards a retirement gift, send a 
donation to: Mike Fleming, Person- 
nel Manager, The John Radcliffe 
Hospital, Off Headley Way, Head- 
ington, Oxford OX3 9DU. please 
make cheques payable to “The Ox- 
fordshire Area Health Authority”, 
and enclose a note stating that it is 
for John’s retirement present. 

The Revd Mary Parsons 
Hospital Chaplain 

Social Work AGM 

THE AGM of the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for Social 
Work will be held at 
10.30am on Wednesday, 
May 16, at the Church of the 
Holy Family, Blackbird 
Leys, Oxford. 


CLIVE 

WAYLAND 


Chartered Surveyors 



55 High Street, Waddesdon 
Bucks HP1 8 0JB 

Telephone: (0296) 658440 

For friendly advice and professional service on: 

Structural surveys RICS House Buyers Reports Estimating 
Quantity Surveying Design Services Insurance Claims 

Building Disputes * - Planning Applications 


FREE FREE FREE 


BIG SAVINGS ON QUALITY 
CUSTOM-MADE SUITES DIRECT 
FROM THE FACTORY. WITH EVERY 
CUSTOM-MADE SUITE ORDERED WE 
GIVE YOU: 

FREE SCATTER CUSHIONS 
FREE ARMCAPS 
FREE FOOTSTOOL OR FREE 
SINGLE DIVAN BED 

WE HAVE OVER 3,000 FABRICS FOR YOU 
TO CHOOSE FROM 
OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK 
GUARANTEED 2-3 WEEKS DELIVERY 
LOOSE COVERS, SOFA BEDS AND 2% 
SEATER SETTEES A SPECIALITY 
WE CAN ALSO OFFER A FULL 
REUPHOLSTERY SERVICE 

KRAFT UPHOLSTERY 
FIELD FARM INDUSTRIES 
LAUNTON, NR BICESTER 
(between Launton and Stratton Audley) 
TELEPHONE (08697) 8159 
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A celebration of Newman 


“THIS church is marked by the con- 
flicts of Christendom. It bears the scars 
of those wounded in the house of 
friends. From here Thomas Cranmer 
went to his death. From here a former 
vicar, Stephen Rousham, went out to be 
executed in Gloucester. John Wesley 
went out a man despised and rejected 
by a complacent 18th century Oxford. 
John Henry Newman left this pulpit for 
exile in Littlemore.” 

So declared the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who preached on March 6 
at an ecumenical service of celebration 
at the University Church of St Mary the 


Virgin in Oxford, where Newman was 
Vicar from 1828 to 1843. 

It was both a university and an 
ecumenical occasion. The service was 
introduced by the Bishop of Oxford. 
The lessons were read by the Chancellor 
of the University, Lord Jenkins, the 
prayers by Stella Taylor of Trinity Col- 
lege, and the final blessing was given 
by the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Birmingham. 

It was also very much a Newman 
event. “One would not have been sur- 
prised to see him walk through the 
door,” somebody said. Three of 


Newman’s hymns: ‘Lead Kindly Light’, 
‘Praise to the Holiest’ and ‘Firmly I 
believe and truly’ were sung; an extract 
from ‘Parochial and Plain Sermon VI’ 
was read; and Newman’s prayer “O 
Lord support us all the day long in this 
troubled life’’ was read. 

Preaching from the pulpit where 
Newman had delivered his farewell ser- 
mon, Dr Runcie said that after the con- 
flicts, had come a miracle. “The heroes 
of our separate identities have become 
the agents of reconcilation. Newman to- 
day brings us together in pilgrimage 
towards that fullness of unity which is 


God’s will,” he said. 

Newman had a deep sense of God’s 
Providence which could lead us through 
life’s contradictions. This meant that he 
was increasingly seen as a representative 
figure in the 19th century history of the 
Church said Dr Runcie. 

“If for Anglicans the move he made 
in 1845 sets a question mark against the 
permamnence of their position, perhaps 
for Roman Catholics his concern to 
maintain the unity between his earlier 
and later life demands a readiness to 
look more clearly at where he came 
from.” John Crowe 


Families facing the future 

‘Wanted: a theology 
of permanence’ 


SOCIETY seems only to value 
‘serial relationships’, but as 
Christians we need a theology of 
permanence, said Jeanne 
Wesson. She was speaking in 
Oxford on march 15 at a day 
conference on ‘Families Facing 
the Future’, organised by the 
new Diocese of Oxford Family 
Life and Marriage Education 
group (FLAME). 

It was chaired by the Bishop 
of Oxford, and attended by 
representatives from a range of 
organisations, agencies and sup- 
port groups. 

Mrs Wesson, who is project 
leader of an agency for counsell- 
ing people with drug and alcohol 
problems, and a Birmingham 
vicar’s wife, spoke on ‘A Chris- 
tian perspective of marriage’. 
She said that we tend to say 
“marriage is for life” without 
saying “How?” 

We need to engage in issues 
such as child abuse or divorce, 
but only after having asked the 
Holy Spirit to be engaged, too. * 

She suggested that during the 
Decade of Evangelism we could 
claim the Creed and the Lord’s 
Prayer for family life We could 
also use the Ten Command- 
ments of the New Covenant as 
boundaries for behaviour within 
the family. Quoting the Chris- 
tian psychiatrist. Jack Domi- 
nian, she said that whatever the 
difficulties in a relationship, 
“the wonderful thing about our 
faith is that healing is possible”. 

“If someone is without a 
place to be, it is very difficult to 
give an attention to being,” 
Jeanne Wesson said about the 
problem of homelessness — and 
just how great the problem is in 
the Oxford area was highlighed 
by the first speaker, Teresa 
Smith, a University lecturer in 
Applied Social Studies. 


She spoke, too, of the ’’enor- 
mous changes” in the pattern of 
family life. Quoting the 1990 
“Social Trend 20” statistics she 
said that Britain now had the 
highest marriage but the highest 
divorce rate, and that one third 
of children involved were under 
five. 

Since 1981 births outside mar- 
riage had doubled and in 1988 
made up a quarter of all births. 
Figures like these coupled with 
a rapidly ageing population and ' 
a growing shortage of skilled 
labour meant that there was 
often great pressure On a 
single parent to enter the job 
market. Yet there was very in- 
adequate provision for under- 
fives. “The care of children is 
a community responsibility,” 
she said. 

“The world facing children 
today” was the theme of Ian 
Sparks, from the Children’s 
Society, who gave some moving 
examples of the effects of fami- 
ly problems upon children and 
of the work of the Society’s 50 
family centres in helping 
families to stay together. 

Television, working parents, 
poverty were all putting pressure 
on family life as we once knew 
it. However, the advertisements 
did not speak of sleepless nights 
and disappearing teenagers but 
only of ‘the wonder of family 
life’. 

As Christians we needed to be 
part of a ‘counter culture’ which 
saw the truth and stood up for 
it he said. Nothing could replace 
the family and dependable rela- 
tionships and support were the 
most important thing it could 
provide. 

As Christians we could help 
to provide that support and 
dependability too. 



Gill Pratley, Secretary and PA to Canon Vincent Strudwick (centre), is the first person at 
Diocesan Church House to notch up 25 years of service. With her at a surprise party on 
March 8 were the Bishop of Oxford and two former “bosses” in the Education depart- 
ment, Mrs Margaret Glanfield (left) and Miss Margaret Newton. 


Parish evangelism 


WHAT better start to the first 
Diocesan Synod of the new 
Decade than a major discussion 
on the Decade of Evangelism? 

Synod had before it a docu- 
ment prepared by the Bishop’s 
Officer for Evangelism, the 
Revd David Winter, which has 
already been discussed and 
modified at senior councils and 
meetings and is now being pass- 
ed down to the parishes to help 
them make their own plans for 
the Decade. 

It was clear from Synod’s 
debate that the major emphasis 
is rightly placed on individuals 
in the parishes, rather than on 
major Diocesan structures or 
events. 

The need for evangelism to be 


Synod Report 


the work of the whole people of 
God was further underlined by 
the statistics set before Synod 
about the ordained ministry. The 
subject is to be discussed again 
in June, but we heard enough to 
realise that there has been a 
faster-than-expected fall in the 
number of priests in the Church 
as a whole. 

This had a bearing on the last 
debate of the day on Local Or- 
dained Ministry (LOM), which 
generated more passion than 
anything that had come before. 
A year ago Synod asked for a 
report on the subject to assist its 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


by John Madeley 


Filipino villagers lose out 


“TOTAL war at the grass roots” was how 
an influential Bishop in the Filipino island 
of Negros described government actions 
which are forcing villagers to leave their 
homes. According to the leader of an inter- 
church movement for justice and peace, 
over a million people were last year 
displaced from their homes as a result of 
military action against the so-called New 
People’s Army (NPA). 

The NPA comprises mostly peasant 
farmers who live below the poverty line, 
and who oppose the government over the 
slowness of its land-reform programme. 
They see themselves as freedom fighters; 
the government regards them as terrorists. 
Armed conflict between the NPA and 
government forces has become all too com- 
mon. The suffering is horrendous. 

Using methods not dissimilar to those 
employed by American troops in Vietnam, 
government forces have gone into villages 
suspected of harbouring the NPA, and, 
after warning people to leave have set the 
houses on fire, on occasion by bombing. 
The. ensuing flames have flattened dwell- 


ings, destroyed personal belongings, kill- 
ed livestock and burnt up crops. 

In one operation code-named ‘Thunder- 
bolt’, 35,000 pople in Negros were forc- 
ed to flee their homes. People displaced 
have usually been led to a nearby town and 
found temporary accommodation in church 
halls and schools. 

When the refugees are allowed to return, 
they are faced with starting life over again, 
rebuilding houses and replanting crops. For 
people already desperately poor, this has 
proved difficult and sometimes not helped 
by the fact that village development pro- 
jects had been abandoned because of the 
military disruption. For struggling rural 
Filipinos, it represents a catastrophe. 

Mrs Cory Aquino came to power in the 
Philippines four years ago on a wave of 
popular support. Now, she is alienating 
people previous sympathetic to her. An in- 
ternational fact-finding mission recently 
recommended that government forces 
should respect the lives of ordinary people. 

Speculation about the next coup was 
rampant during a two-week period I spent 


in the Philippines in February. Coup or not, 
unless Mrs Aquino can improve the way 
she is handling the conflict, she faces los- 
ing power in the ballot box. 

□ □ □ 

Union Church in Manila is crammed 
packed full for its 8.45 Sunday service. I 
joined the worship, not being quite sure 
which churches it’s a union of, and never 
actually finding out! It’s a communion ser- 
vice, ending just after 10. Coffee follows 
at 10.30 someone says to me ‘Time for 
Sunday School’. Children flash through my 
mind but no, this is also for adults. 

Some 250 people crowd into small 
groups, have their names ticked off, 
visitors are welcomed and lessons begin. 
I join a group that delves deep into the 
mysteries of Psalm 46. At 11.45 a bell 
rings, people file out, have another chat and 
leave for home. 

All morning in church is common for our 
Filipino brothers and sisters, as it is for 
many African Christians. I think it helps 
explain why the Church in Asia and Africa 
is booming. * . 


deliberations, and that report 
was now before it. 

This recognised the genuine 
need in both rural and urban 
parishes for ordained men and 
women to serve in a very local 
setting as part of team. 

It recomrnends that the 
Diocese does indeed take steps 
to establish a more locally- 
focussed ministry but not by in- 
troducing a new ‘tier’ to an 
al ready -compl icated structure . 
Rather it proposes a broadening 
of the existing category of Non- 
Stipendiary Ministry, with con- 
sequences for both selection and 
training. 

Synod voted overwhelmingly 
in favour of the first steps 
towards bringing about a more 
locally-focussed ministry, but 
how far this will follow the 
shape recommended by the 
Report has yet to be decided. 
That awaits later decisions, and 
Synod wants as many people as 
possible, especially deaneries, to 
discuss the idea and tell the 
Council for Ministry their 
thoughts. 

The Bishop of Oxford said 
that an increasing number 
of cases of ritual child abuse 
were being reported in the 
Diocese, and that a group with 
experience in the deliverance 
ministry had been set up by the 
Bishop of Buckingham, and 
asked to study the phenomenon. 

Plans were made for elections 
to General Synod later in the 
year, on the basis of retaining a 
single electoral area to cover the 
whole Diocese. It was generally 
felt that such an arrangement 
would enable the best possible 
people to be chosen. 

On the evidence of the debates 
of the day which were pleasant- 
ly free of ‘gas and gaiters’, that 
could mean a vintage selection 
of candidates. 

Anthony Priddis 
Anthony Priddis is Rector of St 
Mary's, Amersham. 


Church 
House 
gets a 
move on 



THE storm of January 25 is still 
making news in the Diocese, 
and reports of falling masonry 
and falling trees continue to 
reach the Surveyors’ 
Department. 

One of the most unusual 
stories concerns Diocesan 
Church House itself. It appears 
that the near-hurricane force 
gales of January and February 
may have blown Church House 
17 centimetres to the West. 

Although no other structural 
damage appears to have occur- 
red, the move was noted by the 
Bishop’s Chaplain, the Revd 
James Woodward when he was 
trying to park his car recently. 
“I couldn’t understand why it 
wouldn’t go into the Bishop’s 
reserved space in front of 
Church House,” he said. “Then 
suddenly, I noticed that the wall 
was in a different position.” 

Commenting on the situation 
Bishop Richard said: “This is 
unfortunate but we are hoping 
for a miracle. I’m afraid it has, 
in the words of Ernest Dowson, 
just ‘gone with the wind’.” 

An Oxford firm of engineers 
have been called in to examine 
the building, and are expected to 
make a full structural report and 
recommendation on April 1. 
“This is quite the most unusual 
incident we have ever seen,” 
their representative said. 

The world’s 
greatest 
question 

THE Bishop of Oxford has 
made a television film on the 
Resurrection, which will be go- 
ing out on Easter Day at 12 
noon. 

Called The Greatest Question 
in the World, is an exploration 
of the evidence of the Resurrec- 
tion — and includes discussion 
with people in Oxford like Iris 
Murdoch, Sister Frances 
Dominica of Helen House, Col- 
in Bennett of St Andrew’s 
Church and Stephen Darlington, 
the Organist and Choir Master 
of Christ Church Cathedral. 

Death of 
CROP man 

THE Revd Robert Brown, 
managing director of CROP, the 
award-winning re-cycling fac- 
tory in Milton Keynes, died on 
February 25 at the age of 55 . F t 
was walking with his wif 
Audrey in the Lake District. 

‘Bob’ Brown arrived i 
Milton Keynes in 1984, afte» 
many years as a Minister of 
New Road Baptist Church, Ox- 
ford. He was appointed to the 
Milton Keynes Sector Ministry 
Team based at the Christian 
Foundation in Wolverton, and 
became responsible for CROP 
which among other things runs 
the city bottle banks and waste 
paper collections. 

Under his leadership, CROP 
has won many national awards 
for conservation, re-cycling and 
environmental education, and 
Bob also regularly appeared on 
television in ‘Highway’ and 
‘Songs of Praise’. 

St Birinus 
pilgrimage 

THE Revd Don Anderson, 
Ecumenical Officer of the 
Anglican Communion and a 
Canadian, is to be the preacher 
at the 7pm Service at the St 
Birinus Pilgrimage in Dor- 
chester Abbey on Sunday, July 
8 . 

Please note the change of 
date. Information sheets will be 
sent to parishes in the next 
Diocesan Mailing. 
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DESIGNER WEDDING 
DRESSES 


from £99 or hire 
from £40 

Complete Wedding Service Available and 
evening wear hire 

* 

\ewn 

12 BROOK DRIVE, SE11. TEL: 01-793 0062 
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concern is focussed 
on single homeless people, 
elderly, those who are addicted 
and many other people who seek 
advice and counselling. Our work is 
increasingly involved in responding 
to the needs of communities. 

We seek to work closely with other 
Christian groups, as well as 
voluntary and statutory agencies. 
CHURCH ARMY WORKS: 

• In parishes, youth clubs and 
through two small hostels caring 
for the young. 

• In the community and by 
providing residential care for the 
elderly. 

• In Northern Ireland preaching 
Christ’s reconciling message. 

Share in our Christian care by 
giving towards the cost of our work. 


Church Army, 
Independents 
London 
SE3 91 « 


Dept N/ 
Road, 






Evangelism 

- sharing in spreading the Gospel - 
is one of the principal aims of CMS. 
Throughout its history CMS has 
emphasised Christ’s command to 
proclaim the Good News to the 
whole creation. It has 
always sought to respond 
positively to invitations to 
make known the Gospel ~ 

and to encourage the 
witness of Christians both 
in Britain and overseas. 


Evangelism 

is integral with 
renewal and justice to 
the aims of the 
Society. These aims are 
worked out in . 
partnership with 
Christians across the 
world, and make for 
a wholeness in the 
presentation of the 



Gospel of Christ. 





The ordination of women 

For those who are not so sure 



SOME people are not wholly 
convinced, by either proponents 
or opponents, of the ordination 
of women. Some find that they 
agree, and disagree, with some 
of the points in both sets of 
arguments; and this makes them 
reluctant to vote in either lobby. 
For those, like me, in that situa- 
tion there are five issues which 
need clarifying. 

First, what is priesthood? Are 
we — or should we be — - 
debating who can be authorised 
to perform certain liturgical 
functions, namely presiding at 
the Eucharist and pronouncing 
an absolution (a view of 
priesthood not shared by 
everyone in the Church)? Or, 
are we debating who can be 
authorised to perform such 
ministerial roles as pastor, 
leader, teacher? 

Do all these functions/roles 
have to be focused in one per- 
son, or can/should they be cor- 
porately shared within a team? 
Can we make important changes 
until we have resolved such 
questions? Will making changes 
help us to resolve them? 

Women’s roles 

Second, how relevant is the 
changed position of women in 
society now, compared with 
New Testament times? Should a 
wide acceptance of women in 
leadership-roles in society be 
counted as a sound reason for 
widening the role of women in 
the Church? How do we decide 
whether it is part of the twentieth 
century church that is right, or 
many of our predecessors and 
some of our contemporaries? 

And how does the way God 
has evidently blessed the 
ministry women have exercised 
in many contexts, especially the 
mission field, help us with this 
question? Does it suggest that 
now is the time to set aside our 


doubts and go forward in faith 
for the sake of the Gospel? 

Third, how are we to use 
Scripture in this debate? Can we 
escape from using it to bolster 
positions we have already 
adopted on other grounds? How 
do we decide, if at all, to take 
some parts as relevant for all 
time and all people, and others 
as, for example, Paul’s specific 
teaching for a particular people 
in a particualr situation? Can we 
legitimately extend what Paul 
says about teaching and pastoral 
leadership to liturgical roles like 
Eucharistic presidency on which 
he says nothing? How- relevant 
to our understanding of Scrip- 
ture is wtfiat previous genera- 
tions of Christians have 
understood it to say on this 
question? 


Fourth, what about vocation? 
If priestly ministry is a vocation, 
what relevance do arguments 
about equality and ‘rights' have? 

Second best? 

If it is a vocation from God. 
does opposing the ordination of 
women mean saying that all 
those women who have a sense 
of call to exercise priestly 
ministry are deceiving 
themselves? Is ‘non-priestly’ 
ministry a ‘second best'? Does 
pointing women — because they 
are women — towards other- 
than-priestly ministeries 
perpetuate the myth that women 
are inferior? How can the 
Church be the authentic channel 
of the Spirit's call? 

Fifth how much agreement 
do we need in the Church 


before we proceed? We know 
the ecumenical argument cuts 
both ways, since some churches 
do ordain women, and others do 
not. We know, too, that, in 
human terms, to wait for 
anything like unanimity is tan- 
tamount to saying never. Is it ap- 
propriate to resolve key issues 
in the Church by majority vote, 
even if for General Synod the 
majority has to be two-third? 
How much weight should be 
given to ‘tender consciences’ in 
this matter (on both sides)? 

I do not know the answers to 
the above questions. But I do 
know that, even after all these 
years of debate, for some of us, 
convincing answers are still 
awaited from both sides: we 
feel, as it were, half in agree- 
ment with both and so unwilling 
to go into the lobby with either. 

Underlying issues 

In part, this is because, for 
some of us, it is the issues which 
lie behind the debate (eg what is 
priesthood?) which really mat- 
ter and have yet to be resolved. 

So, as we debate and prayer- 
fully listen to each other and to 
God, we should recognise that 
on the question of ordaining 
women to the priesthood, while 
there are many who are convinc- 
ed proponents or opponents, 
there are also those who are not 
so sure. 

And while we may in the end 
have to vote yes or no, we do 
not have to divide into two 
camps, for some of us either 
want to say yes and no, or to 
change the question. 

Philip Giddings 

Dr Philip Giddings is Lay Vice- 
Chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Synod. Since 1972 he 
has been a lecturer in Politics 
at the University of Reading. 


WHAT response can the Church make to 
child abuse? General Synod asked 
Diocesan Boards for Social Responsibili- 
ty to look at this issue, and on February 
3 the Oxford Diocesan BSR spent a morn- 
ing on the subject. 

Dr Donna Dickenson, of the Open 
University, gave a presentation giving 
statistics and stories that brought home just 
how awful child abuse is. She outlined four 
myths that people often believed, and 
showed whv they were false: 

That abuse always goes in cycles. 
Though it is true that abusers may well 
have been abused themselves, many vic- 
tims of abuse do not go on to abuse. 66 
per cent of victims are female, but only 
one per cent of abusers. 

That it is a modem plague. Child abuse 
has always been around, it is not just a pre- 
sent day problem. But it is still serious. 
The lowest estimates are that six per cent 


Child abuse and 
the Church 

of girls and three per cent of boys suffer 
abuse. 

That both parents are to blame. 
People think that mothers must know what 
is going on, but often they do not. When 
mothers find out, they usually report. 

That children get over it quickly. 
Physical abuse, though terrible, can be 
outgrown. But sexual abuse leads to long 
term feelings of guilt, worthlessness and 
difficulties in forming relationships. 

After hearing from Carol Smith, who 
had done some research in the Diocese 


about what was already going on, the BSR 
considered its response. It felt that: 

• Christians need to be aware of child 
abuse, know how to recognise the symp- 
toms, and what to do about it. 

• There are adults in our congregations 
who were abused as children. They may 
want to talk with Christian counsellors ex- 
perienced in this area. 

• One way to stop abuse happening is 
through good Christian teaching about 
marriage, family life and relationships 
generally. 

The BSR has asked it Family Life and 
Marriage Education group to make some 
firm plans in association with other agen- 
cies working the area. Copies of Carol 
Smith’s report, which includes a look at 
some theological issues, are available from 
the BSR at Diocesan Church House. 
Please send a self-addressed A4 envelope 
and two 15p stamps. 


SUPERMAIDS 

HOUSE CLEANING 
SERVICES LTD 

Will regularly visit your home and spring 
clean your home to our very high standards 
from only £9.99 weekly. 100% insured, 
100% reliable. 

Telephone: 0993 840167 
Helping Hands Ltd 



MJR FINANCE 

SECURED AND SECURED NON-STATUS LOANS 
Any Purpose. NO BANK CONTACT. Self employed. NO 
ACCOUNTS. Best rates available. FAST and FRIENDLY service 
with REGULAR client contact. 

From £1,000 

Substantial rebates for early settlement. If you are in Financial 
or severe Financial difficulties, we can help you as well. 
Loans are secured on Property. 

Licenced Credit Brokers and Debt Adjusters. 

Written Quotations on request. 

Tel: Abingdon (0235) 23160 

after 1 pm 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 
with Oxfordshire connections 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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making a 


CJ '" J »-“>0 LIVING 


London WCl.\ 


FREE 

BOOKLET 

ON MAKING TOUR WIU 


PINGRUM SPECIALIST TOURS 

Box A, 1 1 Market Square, Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP20 1TJ 
Telephone: 0296 394404 
PLEASE APPLY FOR DETAILS OF ANY TOUR: 


Fri Eve April 20-22: Naturewatch Lundy & Cheddar Gorge £69 

Thur April 26-30: Castle & Megaliths of Jersey £140 

Thur April 26-30: The Natural History of Jersey £140 

Mon April 30-May 4: The Natural History of Brittany £140 

April 30-May 3: Megaliths of Brittany ( + mont St Michel) £140 

April 26-May 4: Archaeological Tour of Jersey & Brittany £260 

April 26-May 4: Natural History of Jersey & Brittany £260 

May 14-22: Archaeology of Troy & Western Turkey £430 

May 14-22: Gallipoli Revisited £425 

May 14-29: Hittite & Neolithic Turkey £675 

May 14-22: Birds of Lake Manyas & Western Anatolia £425 

May 14-29: The Birds of Flowers of Turkey £675 

May 28-June 12: Ancient Civilisations of Eastern Turkey £695 

June 14: Cuthbert's Northumbria £130 

June 14: Great Gardens of the North & The Flower Festival £135 

June 9-16: Naturewatch to the Pyrenees £392 

June 23-30: Flowers, Butterflies & Birds of the Alps £385 

July 7-14: Bird watch to Orkney Islands £370 

July 14-21: Archaeology of Orkney Islands £370 

July 21-29: Archaeology & Botany of Southern Ireland £374 

Aug 24-28: Roman Chester & Welsh Border £128 

Sept 8-16: Prehistoric & Viking Denmark £420 

Sept 22-29: Vienna & Hungary £424 

Oct 6-13: Archaeology of Minorca £384 

Oct 6-13: Bird watch to Minorca £384 

Oct 20-27: Splendours of Florence and Ravenna £455 

Nov 12-22: Naturewatch to Trinidad & Tobago £1,299 


COTSWOLDS 

Whether you are planning an outing or holiday, we cah help 
you.' Only 4 miles from Bourton-on-the-Water yet in quiet 
village. Lunches or tea for coach parties. Easy parking. Also 
B&B + EM. Three day bargain breaks November to Easter. 

Tony & Hazel Gibson, Cotswold View Guesthouse, 
Nether Westcote, Kingham, 0X7 6SD. 

Tel: Shipton-under-Wychwood 830699 


CORNWALL 

Charming waterside cottage near Fowey 

CH & CTV, cove and cave at bottom of garden. Dinghy available. 

POLRUAN (0726) 870 406 


HEREFORDSHIRE/ 
WELSH BORDERS 

Spacious, comfortable flat in 1 7th century farmhouse on 
small working farm. Fully equipped. Sleeps 4 + . Children 
welcome. Beautiful countryside. 

Details Tel: 056 886 371 


LINCOLNSHIRE 

Comfortable, modernised cottage between 
wolds and coast. Sleeps four. 

TELEPHONE: 0526-52554 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools , 
restaurant, supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance 
arranged. 

Also Mobile Home Sales Abroad. 

For details: 

TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


Jesus and 
his amazing 
travelling 
circus 




Address . 


PLEASE PRINT 


Jeremy Dowding with Katie Davies and her portrait 
of a clown. Photos: Christopher JLove 


Brother Gary at the piano and Phil Barrett get the 
children singing. 

ORDINANDS dressed up as clowns, a procession through the 
cloisters, and prayers tied to balloons were all part of the 
celebrations at a colourful children’s day at St Stephen’s House 
theological college, Oxford on March 10. 

The annual event’s theme this year was “Jesus and his amaz- 
ing travelling circus” — according to the co-ordinator, Chris 
Irvine “to give a sense of the Church as celebrating and travel- 
ling.” 

Some 220 children and 50 adults from urban and rural 
parishes all over the Diocese and from as far afield as East Lon- 
don took part. After a presentation by the students, they join- 
ed workshop groups before assembling for lunch and games. 

The highlight of the day was a procession through the cloisters 
for a celebratory Eucharist in St John’s Church. At intercessions 
time, prayers written by the children on luggage labels and tied 
to a cloud of brightly-coloured balloons were released to travel 
quickly heavenwards . . . 


Gillian Ralph with her dancing class. 


Why do only 1 in 4 people make 
a WILL? Why leave problems for 
your relatives? 

If you die without making a 
will, the Government may be the 
main beneficiary — 
the people you want to benefit 
may not inherit. 

This free booklet helps to 
take some of the mystery 
out of wills. 

It tells how best to get a will 
written; the pitfalls to avoid. 

SO WRITE 
FOR IT TODAY, 

IT’S FREE 


— i 


n; 


To: Helen Ambler, Legacy Officer, 

The Children’s Society, P.O. Box 3, Faversham ME13 8BR. 


Please send me your free ‘Making a Will’ booklet. 


Postcode 

We will also send you the 
Society’s (free) quarterly [ 
magazine Gateway unless 
you tick this box. 

[ TD 1/7 


1 t 

Jh The Children’s Society 

J 1 j l MAKING LIVES WORTH LIVING 

A Voluntary Society Of The Church Of England And The Church In Wales 
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EDITORIAL 



IT IS exactly a year ago since 
The DOOR was launched, and 
a birthday is always a time to 
take stock as well as am occa- 
sion for celebration. 

Looking back, it has not 
been a bad year. Admittedly, 
there was that horoscope 
advertisement, a smattering of 
howlers and the inevitable 


misprints. Like any one-year- 
old, The DOOR still lacks a 
fully-developed personality, 
and is perhaps over-anxious to 
hang on to familiar landmarks 
for fear of falling flat on its 
face. 

There have also been the oc- 
casional brickbats, from our 
readers. We have been accus- 
ed of being bland, politically 
biased to both the left and the 
right, and of mentioning the 
bishops too often or not often 
enough. On the whole, 
however, all has gone 
remarkably smoothly, and we 
have .been delighted by the 
warmth of your welcome and 
the generosity of your support. 

But as we go into our second 
year, what has a Christian 
newspaper like The DOOR to 
offer to a media-mad world 
where every accident is a 
‘disaster’, every wind a ‘hur- 
ricane’ and every General 
Synod vote ‘a crisis’? 

Is it any wonder that a 
Jewish journalist friend seeing 
our Easter number last year 
pointed out that the headline 
‘Christ is Risen’ was ‘old 
news’. “Couldn’t we have 
chosen something more up-to- 
date,’’ she said; and sadly, 
isn’t it true that unless the 
Bishop of Durham makes 
another pronouncement, the 
Resurrection will be very 
unlikely to make the inside col- 
umns, never mind the front 
pages of the popular press. 

But a recent chart-topping 
song asked: “Is there a 
heaven? Is it true?’’ and we 
believe that in our turbulent 
times there is a deep longing 
for the Good News at the other 
side of the headlines. Con- 
troversy will no doubt have its 
place in The DOOR in the 
years to come but we hope that 
pride of place will always go to 
the proclamation of His 
Kingdom and to the ‘old news’ 
of 2000 years ago. 

Christ is Risen — yesterday, 
today and tomorrow, that is 
our sensational news this 
Easter. 

Christine Zwart 


Easter’s victorious light 



IN the 1960s we were Utopians 
— banning the bomb, busy mak- 
ing love not war. In the 1980s, 
in reaction to all this, we were 
proving our credentials as oc- 
cupants of the ‘real world' of 
market forces and power 
politics. 

But things seem to be chang- 
ing again. Our sober ‘realism' 
has been somewhat shaken by 
the dramatic and unexpected 
events in eastern Europe in 
which the apparently- 
impregnable Marxist-Leninist 
empire has seemed swiftly to 
crumble away. 

Are we then in for another 
round of euphoria? There 
would be little justification for 
it. Amazing things have happen- 
ed, but the truth is that behind 
one wall of division there are 
many others. 

In Europe old fears and 
enemities have surfaced. The 
new hopes are real and to be 
grasped but there are new pro- 
blems. The ambiguity of the 
human condition has not 
changed. 

Easter equips Christians to be 
both realistic and hopeful. Jesus 
does not trip lightly through 
public acclaim to his final glory. 
Calvary stands in the way. It is 
only through bitter suffering that 
he passes to victory, and the 
scars of that suffering still re- 
main on his risen body. 

There is for the Son of God 
no by-passing of the shadows 
and ambiguities of the real 
world. We need to pay attention 
to the careful balance of the 
Gospel writers. 

The Lord who has passed 
through the valley of the shadow 
to his journey's end is, in this 
world, hard to spot. He does not 
appear to those who have re- 
jected him, silencing for ever the 
unbelieving arguments of his op- 
ponents. Even to those who 
were close to him, his ap- 
pearances are enigmatic and 
elusive. Mary Magdalen can 
mistake him for the gardener. 
Cleopas and his friends walk and 
eat with the one who seems a 
stranger. 


Just when we think we have 
got hold of the risen Jesus, he 
escapes. There is no moment 
when we can claim finally to 
have captured the new life of 
Easter. 

“Do not cling to me’’ is the 
word of the Lord as he moves 
into the glorious freedom of 
God. Now he will be where he 
would be, never under our 
control. 

One minute he is there with us 
in a room, the next he has made 
his escape. All things are made 
new, but only those who peer 
long and hard into the greyness 
of the real world with eyes of 
faith will see this newness. 

And yet, this risen life indeed 
touches this Teal world'. It is 
not just up in the sky in the 
‘great beyond', to be escaped to 
as we shuffle off this mortal coil. 
The newness is not a floating 
away of the disembodied soul or 
some beautiful idea in the mind. 

The Word made flesh has not 
broken his commitment to our 
flesh. He has not dissolved into 
word and/or idea. 

The abiding significance of 
the so-called ‘bodily resurrec- 


tion’ is just this, that the Jesus 
we have to do with is the real 
full-blooded Jesus. He is the 
same Jesus who lived and loved 
amongst the needy of Galilee, 
the one who was hungry, tired 
and lonely, the one from whose 
brow sweat poured like great 
drops of blood, the same Jesus 
into whose hands the nails were 
driven. 

This divine love lived out 
under the conditions of our 
humanity has been carried to 
fulfilment, to its journey’s end, 
back into the glory of the Father. 

The risen Lord is no ghost, no 
wish fulfilment, no apparition of 
the mind. His word is: ‘It is I 
myself’. It is a word of 
assurance — Jesus, the same 
yesterday, today and for ever, 
has not snapped the bonds which 
bind him to us poor bags on 
bones. It is a word of challenge, 
calling us to move in our world 
with eyes open and alert to spot 
him who continues to make all 
things new. 

In the rake's progress which 
I have pursued, I now spend part 


of my time ministering in Ox- 
ford Prison. I have to be a 
realist, facing the fact of the 
sometimes terrible things men 
have done to other people and 
helping them to be realists about 
themselves. The shadows of the 
‘real world’ are not easily 
forgotten in a prison. 

Yet a Christian in such cir- 
cumstances must be peering in- 
to the darkness to discover the 
presence of the risen Lord who 
is always working to make 
things new. No-one is finally 
trapped in a vicious circle of 
evil.- Change can and does take 
place. Life in prison simply 
focuses what is true elsewhere. 

We all have our personal im- 
prisonments, those areas of life 
where we feel trapped, impaled 
on the cross of the world. These 
have to 6^ faced. 

They are part of our personal 
‘real world’. Yet this is not an 
invitation to dull acquiesence. 
We have to be pressing up 
against the bars of the seeming- 
ly impossible, challenging the 
trap we feel we are in. It is the 
realists of hope who find a share 
in the Easter freedom of Jesus. 

If the 1960s were euphoric, 
and the 1980s blind to the 
presence of hope, we now have 
the freedom to make of the 
1990s something wiser and 
more balanced. Certainly we are 
to engage in the real world with 
eyes open. 

There is no merit in sitting 
around dreaming of Utopia. But 
no significant advance, for the 
human race has taken place by 
cutting down hopes to the 
modest measure of what we cur- 
rently take to be ‘the real 
world’. 

A few steps forward are taken 
when leaders have the courage 
to defy the impossible. The 
abolition of the slave trade, and 
of child labour in the mines, 
votes for women, and the 
welfare state were all achieved 
in the teeth of arguments that 
such things were crazy dreams 


contrary to the doctrines of com- 
mon sense. 

The dreary thing about the 
1980s has .been the modesty of 
our expectations which have 
naturally produced a grey and 
boring society. We all need to 
read Vaclac Havel’s Living in 
Truth, especially the essay ‘The 
Power of the Powerless’ and 
rediscover the Easter truth that 
a world is turned upside-down 
only by immodest and wild 
hopes. 

Our Easter celebration will 
fashion us as realists of hope. At 
the vigil we shall pass into 
darkened churches with the 
shades of the real world press- 
ing in upon us. The fire of Christ 
risen will be lit. 


Thoughts 

Am I a thought of God’s, 
Or He of mine? 

Each relying on the other 
For reality . . . 

But how can the created 
Make its Creator? 

Can the Thought 
Precede the Thinker? 

If I am not. 

Whose thought is God? 
And if God is not, 

Whose thought am I? 

If by thought I could 
achieve 

Balance between hope 
and fear, 

Or talk my way from 
unbelief 

To rejection of despair; 

If I could argue faith 
from fact; 

Make of both one 
common pact: 

I would think and argue 
all the day. 

But I can only pray — 
and pray. 

Diana Good 


It is no flood-light. The fire 
will be passed to the single 
Paschal candle. Forward 
through the darkness it will 
move, the shadows still pressing 
down upon us. 

Yet this vulnerable little light 
is the victorious light as from it 
other candles are lit, until the 
darkness of the church is defied 
by many flickering points of 
light. So Christ the Light moves 
in our real world of shadows to 
make all things new. 

Peter Cornwell 

Peter Cornwell is Roman 
Catholic Chaplain at Oxford 
Prison. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


Almighty Father, 

who in your great mercy made glad the disciples with the sight 
of the risen Lord: 

give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained 
by his risen life. 

and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Collect for the first Sunday after Easter ( ASB ) 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

Springboard: the Diocesan Youth Assembly (April 6-8). 

The Cathedral clergy, staff and voluntary helpers. 

The installation of the new Honorary Canons (April 25). 
Preparations for the Children’s Gift Day at Dorchester Abbey 
(May 5). 


The DOOR is published ten times 
a year by the Diocese of Oxford 

Editor: Christine Zwart 
Sub-editor: Ian Smith 
Distribution Manager: Tim Russian 

Editorial Support Group: Jane Bugg (Brill), Frank Blackwell (Dor- 
chester), John Crowe (Chairman), Richard Hughes (Whitchurch-on- 
Thames), John Morrison (Aylesbury), William Purcell (Botley), Tim 
Russian (Long Crendon), Richard Thomas (Communications Officer), 
Andrew Warburton (Chesham), John Winnington-Ingram (Cottisford), 
David Winter (Parish Resources). 

Editorial address: Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
ONB. Telephone: 0865 244566. 

Advertising: Goodhead Publishing Ltd, 33 Witney Road, Eynsham, 
Oxford, OX8 1PJ. Telephone 0865 880505. 

The DOOR is published by Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited 
(Secretary — T. C. Landsbert) whose .registered office is Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 ONB. 

The copy deadline for the May issue is April 16, Advertising April 13. 


A.W. YATES 

STONEMASONS 

Natural stone and marble 
restoration masons 

Suppliers and Carvers of stone 
for all restoration projects 
including new developments. 

Full technical and planning services 
by skilled personel. 

Fireplace designers and suppliers 

OFFICE AND SHOWROOM: 

Unit S2, Rectory Lane Trading Estate 
Kingston Bagpuize, Near Abingdon, 
Oxon 

Tel: 0865 821341 



AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, biography, 
travel, religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

13 Knightsbridge Green 
London SW1X 7QL 


QUALITY BAPTISM 
CANDLE HOLDERS 

Turned in beech 
especially for the church. 
Made to take V2in 
diameter candle. 

12 for £9.99 or 20 for £19 

incl p&p 

K. A. BLAND 

41 Wodehouse Street 
Norwich, 

Norfolk, NR3 4TY 
Tel. 0603 765157 


WANTED 

One dozen second-hand 
Church Chairs with 
wooden seats and 
well/shelf for hymn books. 

PLEASE RING 036782 633 


HAVE YOU GOT A 
LEAKING ROOF? 



Why not phone 

ABINGDON ROOFING 
(0235) 21015 


New roofs for old, also repairs. Free 
estimates. All new work guaranteed (35 
years experience) 
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No open and shut case 


IN the January issue of 
The DOOR, Fr Yarnold 
floated the idea of open- 
ing the paper to other 
churches than Anglican 
only. Some readers have 
subsequently written in 
support of this initiative. 
\\Y print, now, two other 
views. 


Opening The 
DOOR? 

I HOPE The DOOR will not 
change to being an ecumenical 
paper. If it did, I suspect that 
either much of the purely 
Anglican information would be 
omitted as not of interest to most 
of its readers, or for reasons of 
space. 

Where then would Anglicans 
find specifically- Anglican infor- 
mation for which The DOOR 
was designed? How would edit- 
ing be carried out — by an 
ecumenical committee? How 
would Anglican diocesan boun- 
daries tie in with those of other 
denominations? 

Alternatively, Anglican con- 
cerns would be swamped among 
items of interest only to Baptists, 
Methodists, Orthodox, United 
Reformed, Roman Catholics 
etc, in which case much of the 
paper would be read only by 
part of the readership. 

Would the way ahead be to 
keep The DOOR as it is, but to 
include a separate ecumenical 
inset — with ecumenical editing 
— with the existing paper — so 
that other denominations could 
send out the inset, but not The 
DOOR, with their own 
magazines? 

Mrs Pauline Hariman, 
Oxford 

Closing The 
DOOR 

HAVING recently returned to 
the Diocese after a five-year 
absence, I was pleased to read 
The DOOR. I enjoyed the old 
ODM, but this is an interesting 
and obviously more appropriate 
successor. 

It may be presumptuous after 
seeing only two issues to have 
views on the format, but I would 
disagree with the suggestion that 
it become ecumenical. 

A multiple list of articles from 
two or more denominations, 
with all their events, would (at 
this stage of ecumenism) be dif- 
ficult to sift through — however 
well edited! 

The production of a good 
Anglican Diocesan newspaper 
seems just right. 

Catherine Hayne 
Reading 


Ecumenical 

LAST month’s front page was 
headed by a call for prayer from 
all the Christian leaders in our 
three counties. The prayer itself 
is to do with the Decade of 
Evangelism, and we wish to en- 
dorse the ecumenical flavour of 
this initiative. 

We would also like to urge all 
your readers to develop an 
increasingly-ecumenical ap- 
proach to their Christian life and 
witness. We don’t any longer 
have to be fanatics — an ecu- 
menical dimension can, and 
should, be part of every parish. 

For some time now, marvel- 
lous progress has been made in 
isolated patches through Local 
Ecumenical Projects, and they 
will continue to be in the fore- 
front of what is happening. But 
any parish is now allowed to do 


The cry of 
the poor 

AGAIN, there is much about the 
Church Urban Fund in the 
March DOOR but no encour- 
agement about the core of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s re- 
cent report. Now, Church Ac- 
tion on Poverty has produced 
Hear the Cry of the Poor. 

This declaration makes one 
feel uncomfortable by talking of 
“the justice of the Kingdom of 
God’’. It is political — in the 
root meaning of the word. The 
question is how our society 
should become more like the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 

Maybe people consider such 
material as critical of the 
Government. In fact it is critical 
of us all for not being aware of 




a wide range of things: clergy of 
other denominations may come 
and share in the leading of our 
worship; we may go and do the 
same in their churches; we may 
invite other churches to take 
part in joint worship with us or 
even to come and do their own 
thing in our churches. 

The new canons really give us 
quite a lot of scope, and we 
would urge the parishes of this 
Diocese to think hard about how 
they can make the most of them. 

We understand that the Chris- 
tian leaders are planning some 
major ecumenical events in 1994 
perhaps with something in each 
of the big towns in the Diocese. 
It is not too soon for all of us to 
start working towards that by in- 
creasing our own ecumenical in- 
volvement. 

Gethin Abraham- Williams, 
David Cawte, Jonathan 
Meyrick, Tony Moore 
( Ecumenical Officers for the 
Oxford Diocese) 

It would be helpful and in- 
teresting to hear from any parish 
or group which has an 
ecumenical project now in hand, 
or at the planning stage — 
Editor. 


what is happening to the poor in 
our society. Poverty is now 
more evident but the trend is 
decades old. Some Christians 
feel poverty is an outrage in a 
society boasting such wealth and 
advantage. 

Some will be better-off pay- 
ing the Community Charge 
rather than Rates. Why not give 
the saving through our churches 
to a local housing association? 
In the Oxford area alone did you 
know that there are scores of 
homeless young people? Is it 
right that those of us who gain 
from the Poll Tax should ignore 
such needs around us? What 
about a Diocesan initiative? 

Tom Garrud , 
Abingdon 

Arguments, 

please 

THE introduction of The DOOR 
into the life of the Diocese was, 
to me, like a breath of fresh air, 
long overdue: something to give 
to everyone and to encourage a 
sense of oneness in a difficult 
and diffuse diocese. 

This year is going to be a 
painful one for the Church of 
England, and I write to express 
my hope that editorial policy, 
will seek to deal with the issue 
of the ordination of women to 


the priesthood with great care 
and sensitivity. 

The article by Joyce Bennett 
in the March issue assumes 
throughout that there are women 
priests, and that the Church of 
England is dragging its heels. 
The majority of the ancient 
Christian bodies question this, 
and I would point out that we 
belong to the Church of England 
now and not to some hypotheti- 
cal church of some future date. 

Please could editorial policy 
concentrate on reasoned argu- 
ments and not on personalities? 
That merely clouds an issue 
already confused, where priest- 
hood is mistakenly equated with 
ministry, and where English 
pragmatism, always a danger in 
the Anglo-Saxon world, is of 
more popular appeal than Scrip- 
ture and Tradition. 

My own position is that there 
is doubt. In a nutshell, I need to 
be sure that I am receiving Holy 
Communion, and I could not be 
sure of that if the Eucharist 
assembly should be presided 
over by a woman held to be a 
priest by an undeniably-small 
minority of mainstream Chris- 
tians as a whole. 

DOOR — please be careful. 
In a difficult time, be an instru- 
ment to unite. 

Father J. Mortiboys , 
Reading 

Not so! 

IN reply to Robert Boyd’s let- 
ter of March 1990, re Peter 
Judd’s excellent article on the 
ordination of women, the reason 
the opposing article was printed 
in thicker type was on the same 
basis as “argument weak, shout 
louder’’. 

Peter’s argument was vastly 
superior and better-reasoned 
than the opposing one which 
typifies the bankruptcy of its 
position. I assumed the Editor 
tried to be ‘fair’ by following the 
policy she did, rather than 
favouring the ‘anti’ argument. 

The Revd Philip Derbyshire 
Slough 

As stated in our last issue the use 
of contrasting type faces for the 
articles in question was purely 
a matter of typographical style 
— Editor. 

Rambling 

I WAS diverted to learn of a 
‘Rambling Prayer Retreat’ in the 
Lake District, in a recent edition 
of The DOOR. By all means go 
to the Lakes for the scenery, 
which is a good deal more sub- 
lime than anything our Diocese 
can manage. But I suggest we 
could all find “rambling 
prayers’’ enough on our own 
doorsteps! 

Ian N. James , 
Bracknell 


Helpful Hands 
Always There To 
Help You 

The problems of age will never leave us. For a 
professional, caring service tailored to your needs. 
Nursing care, live-in staff, companion cooks 
contact: 

MARIA’S CARE 
AGENCY 

A Private Home Care Agency 

32 Pope Road, BROMLEY COMMON 
Bromley, Kent BR2 9QD 
24 Hour Services 01-464 5317 
9am to 5pm Monday to Saturday 
(01-460-7975) 

STAFF ALSO REQUIRED 


STOLES FROM GUATEMALA 

Very beautiful hand-woven 
stoles from Guatemala 

SOLD ON BEHALF OF THE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH THERE - £30 EACH 

Send sae for photo or order from 

The Revd N. Bury, St Peter's Vicarage 

St Peter's, Broadstairs, Kent 


ST BRIDE’S 
FLEET STREET 

The H.J.C. Stevens Organ Scholarship will become 
vacant from 1st September, 1990. 

The Scholarship, tenable for 1 or 2 years, is open to 
advanced students and young professional church 
musicians. 

Further details from:— 

The Director of Music 
St Bride’s Fleet Street 
LONDON EC4Y 8AU 


5-DAY CULTURAL HOLIDAY 

Old Bishop's Palace, Lincoln 
LECTURES, GUIDED EXCURSIONS 
through 2,000 years of Lincolnshire History 

Wold Summer School, Ivy House 
Osgood LN8 3PA 

Telephone: 0673 82 539 


SaS&tans 


WE NEED VOLUNTEERS 
COULD YOU DE ONE? 

Ordinary people who care for the 
Desperate, Lonely, Suicidal. 

Amersham 432000, Banbury 270000. 
Bracknell 55556, Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 31011 



Always there at the end ot the line 


SOLID 

MAHOGANY 

Windows and Doors 



Traditionally made 
by hand in our 
own Joinery Shops 

and fitted to your 
home by our highly 
skilled craftsmen 




★ Double Glazed (20mm) 

★ Fully Weathersealed 

★ High Security Locking 

★ 10-Year Guarantee 




Amersham Joinery 

97 Fimham Road. Slough Berkshire SLI 4UN 

Tel: Slough (0753) 824242 


SICK PAY 
PROBLEMS? 

If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1.62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 

51 HILL AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 

or Tel: (0494) 433604 
Member of LAUTRO 


UP TO 

20 % 

DISCOUNT 


■ ■■ A 



Don't worry about moving. . . 

Why try to sell when yuu can extend your 
home and your lifestyle with a Cotswnkl 
C onservatory Buy now and we ll give ynu u|) to 
oh we space free! eg: IT x HI' CiHisrrvalnry 
of your choice supplied and installed for the 
price of a Ilf x III' model 

Don't delay this offer is for a very limited 
perkwi only - there has never been a I letter time 
In liuy!. 

•Buy direct Irnni the manufacturer 
• Rip quality conservatories at realistic prices. 
•Comprehensive design, planning and 
installation service 


SALE 
EXTENDED] 


Visit «xir Indoor Showcentre 
Unity, to see tin- complete 
CotswokJ range of lire finest 
timber and 11FVC conservatories 

UNIT 1, PIONEER RQ\D, 
FARING DON, OXON. 
Tel: (0367) 21757 

or freefone Cotswnkl ini 
(MRl-liTKUK 
I )peii 7 days a vavk 
Weekdays 'MXtaniXIXIpm 
Weekends ItMNkam-ti.Otlpm 





COTSWOL 

CONSERVATORIES 

"l^JNTRODUCING__J 

The college 

no-one comes to 

Do you ever wish you / \ 

could go to a bible § J 

college or f J 

theological J . 

college, just 

for a year, / \ 

to get a i \ 

firmer f * 

grounding / V 

in your j 
faith? Or 
to equip jj 
you to " 
serve Christ 
better? 

You can. By joining hundreds 
of others who every year 
enjoy the benefits of the 
College no-one comes 
to . . . 

. . . because ^ 
it comes 
to you 
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FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - PARTIES - etc. etc. 
The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

'Childrens Roundabouts — Fair Organ — Fun 
Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 781888 24 HR Answering 
Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon-Fri) Or write ... The 
Bouncy Castle Company, 9 Easthampstead 
Road, Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 2EH 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

KNITTING MACHINES 

KNITMASTER, BROTHER, PFAFF 

Spares, accessories, repairs, tuition, second 
hand machines, industrial yarns, branded 
cones by 

ARGYLL, KNITMASTER and CRAFT 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR HAND 

KNITTERS 

YARNS BY: EMU, JAROL, P0PPLET0N 
and SC0TT-N0RD 

Call in and see us, we’re sure to have what you're 
looking for 

BIZZI-KNITS 

(Barbara Ellis) 

60 NORTH STREET, BICESTER 
Tel: Bicester (0869) 253265 


ADEPT ELECTRICIAN 

30 years' experience in domestic and 
industrial installations. No job too small. 

Tel: (0628) 74403 (anytime) 


M. A. RODGERS G.R.P. Ltd 

Vernons Shipyard, Chichester Yacht Basin, Birdham, 

MAINTENANCE FREE W * Sussex P020 0PD 


Make your garden come alight 

with our glass fibre lamp posts 

• Available in black or white as 
standard 

• Any colour on request at 
slight extra cost 

• Complete with brass light 
fitting & cable 

• Trade enquiries welcome 




Telephone: 

(0243) 

511227 


Traditional Flush Wall 
23' high - 7' deep - 14' wide 


Traditional Post 
73' high 
14' widaattop 


Traditional Short Wail 
31' high 
14' widaattop 


Please send me further information 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

Post to: M. A. Rodgers G.R.P. Ltd, Vernons Shipyard, Chichester Yacht Basin, 
Birdham, W. Sussex P020 7ES. 


VERY SHELTERED HOUSING 
LEIGHTON PARK, READING 


EMMBROOK COURT 

“ Security and safety in a beautiful setting” 

An increasing number of older people are Finding it difficult to 
manage their own homes, but do not wish to surrender their in- 
dependence. The concept of very Sheltered Housing has been 
developed by Retirement Security Ltd to give people full in- 
dependence but also sufficient services to enable them to stay in- 
dependent for the whole of their lives. 

Emmbrook Court has been designed to provide self-contained ac- 
commodation with a housekeeping service on the premises and on 
call 24 hours per day every day of the year. Individual domestic 
help is provided. 

There is a choice of apartments each with sitting room, kitchen, 
bathroom and one or two bedrooms, together with the use of a com- 
mon lounge and dining room and other facilities. 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting (Leighton 
Park) and close to shops and public transport. 

The Company has already established an impressive reputation in 
the Field of sheltered housing. 

Saxon Court, one of our developments in Hove, was reported on 
the BBC Today Morning programme as being one of the best 
examples of good practice amongst sheltered housing schemes. 

Fuiiher details and a brochure available from: 

PRICES FROM £98,500 

Mr L. Klein 
Regional Director 
Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street 
Reading, RG1 4RD 
Tel: (0734) 503745 




Nationwide 

Anglia 


. PIREMFNT 
I StTURH Yl!M]ll.l) 





Behind the Cath 

Some of the te 
help to makt 
House run sir 


IT is said that when Cardinal 
Wolsey founded his magnificent 
Cardinal College in 1525 he 
planned to pull down the Priory 
Church of St Frideswide to 
make way for his grandiose 
scheme. 

Although he demolished part 
of the nave, he fell from favour 
before his plans were fully car- 
ried out. By 1546, however, 
Heijry VIII had completed the 
collie and renamed it Christ 
Church, or Aedis Christie — 
House of Christ, often shorten- 
ed to The House. He not only 
retained the Priory Church as its 
chapel, but also made it the 
Cathedral of the newly created 
See of Oxford. 

Now, 450 years on, it is this 
unique combination of college 
and cathedral chapter which 
makes Christ Church so fascin- 
ating to visitors — so that to its 
two roles has been added a third, 
that of a major tourist attraction. 
Nowadays, the Cathedral needs 
a small army of over 400 most- 
ly voluntary lay helpers in order 
to ensure that each day runs 
smoothly and that all who come 
to the House of Christ are made 
welcome. 

The Precentor, the Revd 
Julian Bomyer is in charge of 
arranging and organising the 
services but John Norsworthy 
(pictured left, second from top) 
is the Cathedral’s voluntary Ad- 
ministrator. A retired head- 
master, he was appointed in 
1984 by the present Dean, the 
Very Revd Eric Heaton, to 
develop the administrative side 
of the Cathedral. From an office 
at the top of a flight of 51 stairs, 
he deals with everything from 
requests for concerts or televis- 
ing, to drawing up seating plans 
as a guide for the sidesmen at 
major services. 

“I regard myself as the one 
who comes in when all else 
fails,” he says, though he is 
grateful that unlike other cathe- 
drals the maintenance at least is 
undertaken by the College. 

The West door is opened at 
7am by one of the four Vergers, 
of whom Edward Evans (pic- 
tured middle right) is the most 
senior. Among them is Anne 
Oliver, who moved to Oxford 
from Coventry Cathedral three 
years ago, and is one of a select 
band of only five women 
vergers in the whole country. 
Like her colleagues she has both 
ceremonial and practical duties 
which include the preparation of 
the altar and vestments, taking 


part in services and helping the 
Cathedral cleaner, Mrs Glyn 
Lyon (pictured bottom left), as 
she works her way round 
polishing the hundreds of chairs 
and mopping vast areas of 
marble floor. 

By 9am the first tourists begin 
to arrive, and there to meet them 
are some of the 76 Cathedral 
Stewards who act as guides and 
who are organised by a doctor’s 
wife, Mrs Janet Huins. Like 
the sidesmen, they are volun- 
teers who come from all over 
the Diocese to work in shifts ‘for 
love of the Cathedral’. 

They include a 23-year-old 
girl who has just completed her 
degree, and 85-year-old Dr 
Richard Frost who has been 
associated with the Cathedral for 
years and has recently been 
made an Honorary Member of 
the College. “The point is not 
just to give guided tours but to 
be welcoming,” Mrs Huins 
says. (Pictured bottom right is 
guide Mr “Jim” Dyball.) 

After their tour, many visitors 
head for the Chapter House 
where the Cathedral shop 
managed by Edward Evans is 
staffed by more volunteers like 
Mrs Pat Horsman from North 
Hinksey (pictured centre). It is 
also the home of the Treasury 
where valuable church silver 
and plate from all over the Dio- 
cese is cared for and displayed, 
much to the disappointment of 
a small boy who came rushing 
in one day demanding to see 
“the treasure”. 

One of the most delightful 
things about the Cathedral is its 
hidden corners like the “loft” 
above the vestry where the 
women of the Cathedral Em- 
broidery Centre meet each 
Wednesday morning under the 
supervision of Mrs Suellen 
Pedley (pictured standing left 
centre). 




The Door, April 1990 


9 




ithedral Door 


! team who 
take The 
smoothly 


idping the 
firs Glyn 

m left), as 
ay round 
s of chairs 
areas of 

irists begin 
meet them 
Cathedral 
guides and 
a doctor’s 
uins. Like 
are volun- 
m all over 
n shifts ‘for 
d\ 

3-year-old 
ipleted her 
ir-old Dr 
has been 
thedral for 
ntly been 
lember of 
oint is not 
>urs but to 
Irs Huins 
m right is 
✓ball.) 
ny visitors 
er House 
ral shop 
I Evans is 
nteers like 
om North 
ntre). It is 
Treasury 
rch silver 
:r the Dio- 
displayed, 
ntment of 
le rushing 
ng to see 

delightful 
sdral is its 
he “loft” 
✓here the 
jdral Em- 
leet each 
under the 
> Suellen 
nding left 


In a scene of almost medieval 
tranquillity, they work with enor- 
mous skill and dedication on 
projects such as the restoration 
of a panel in a cope belonging 
to the monks of Elmore Abbey, 
a burse, veil and stole for Far- 


ingdon and Little Coxwell in 
memory of a former vicar’s 
wife, and a stole for a church in 
America. During March a 
number of vestments made at the 
Centre were also included at an 
embroidery exhibition at St 
Paul’s Cathedral. 

It is perhaps for its music, 
however, that the Cathedral is 
perhaps best-known. There are 
three choirs in all — a College 
choir which sings at specifically 
College services, a Voluntary 
Choir which takes over in vaca- 
tions, and the famous Cathedral 
Choir made up of 1 8 boys from 
the Cathedral School across the 
road and 12 men. 

When Cardinal Wolsey and 
Henry VIII wrote the statutes for 
Cardinal College, later Christ 
Church, they mentioned that 
provision was to be made for the 
education of eight young chil- 
dren and for a clerk to teach 
them grammar. 


This was the origin of Christ 
Church Cathedral School, and 
the boy choristers have been 
educated there ever since. In the 
19th century the number of choir 
boys was doubled, and in 1920 
non-singers were allowed to join 
the school and now make up the 
majority. 

Each morning at noon the 
boys cross the road to rehearse 
in a room in the Chapter House 
ready for a heavy schedule of 
services, concerts and record- 
ings. Their head is Stephen 
. Darlington (pictured with choir- 
boy) who bears the ancient title 
“The Organist”, though con- 
ducting rather than organ play- 
ing is his main responsibility. 

Stephen Darlington is also a 
College Tutor and a University 
lecturer, and likes the mixture of 
academic work and working in 
the Cathedral to put on music of 
a high standard. “I’m a great 
believer in the role music has to 
play in worship and in the im- 
portance of excellence whatever 
the style. I also have a strong 
feeling that music is a very 
powerful medium. It can 
become a museum piece but that 
hasn’t happened here.” 

Despite its long history, 
Christ Church is far from being 
a museum-piece. Apart from its 
College and Diocesan roles it 
also serves a regular local con- 
gregation, many of whom are 
also Friends of the Cathedral. 
Some belong to the Flower 
Guild who come in each Friday 
to arrange the flowers while 
others including 80^year-old 
Mrs Molly Buswell provide 
coffee on Sunday morning, or 
ring the bells which confusing- 
ly hang in a tower called Bodley 
next to the Cathedral. 

Lay members of the College 
are also involved in the life of 
the Cathedral. Some services in 
term-line, such as the Sunday 
nine o’clock College Commun- 
ion and the Monday Evensong, 
are specifically collegiate acts of 
worship, and College servers 
and lesson readers participate 
not only in these but in other ser- 
vices too. 

The Revd Michael Jackson, 

the College Chaplain (pictured 
left top), says that the 
Cathedral adds an “important 
new dimension” to the life of 
the College, and “reminds us of 
the wider Church of which we 
are part.” 

In the past, the Cathedral has 
sometimes seemed remote, but 
despite its unique position within 
a college precinct, John Nors- 
worthy says that there is an ever- 
increasing awareness of the 
spiritual and practical needs of 
the Diocese and the world 
beyond. 

From April to September the 
Mother’s Union, who have a 
permanent office in the Priory 
Room at Christ Church run a 
“ministry of welcome” at the 
west door. 

Under a new scheme, an 
Honorary Canon is often avail- 
able in the Cathedral for anyone 
wanting help or spiritual advice, 
and in July there will be a 
Cathedral Flower Festival in aid 
of the Church Urban Fund. 
“We are also exploring where 
we come into the picture as 
regards the homeless in Ox- 
ford,” Mr Norsworthy says. 

Above all, the Cathedral is the 
House of Christ. The College 
Chaplain, Michael Jackson sums 
it up: “It is my hope that 
members of the College might 
come to appreciate what a 
Cathedral is. It is not simply the 
splendour and the grandeur. 
Rather, it is the persistent and 
faithful worship of Almighty 
God offered up on behalf of His 
people daily throughout the 
year.” 

It is also the devotion of the 
many men and women who 
work there. 

Photos all by Frank Blackwell. 
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For FREE planning and design 
service, call your Local Surveyor 
NOW! FREEPHONE 

0800590987 

OR contact your local offices: 

Burnham (0628) 603186 
Bracknell (0344) 485794 Please quote 5/OX/D/D 



MILL VIEW 


4 group holiuay in Cornwall 



Situated on the Lizard Peninsula, 
Mill View is a specially designed 
holiday home for disabled people. 
There are plenty of interesting 
places to visit or sandy coves for 
just relaxing. 

The theme of Mill View is a home- 
ly atmosphere with flexibility. 
For a comprehensive brochure 
please telephone: 


Rosemarie Bennet 


Telephone: (0326) 290467 



HIS SUPER SPRING RANGE 

You will find a quality range of quality shoe 
brands from England and Europe. 

FOR LADIES 

We offer Gabor, Lotus, Homles, Van'dal, 
Servas, Ecco, Romika 
PLUS: bags to match 

FOR MEN 

We offer Loakes, Rombah Wallace, Lotus, 
Ecco, Obermain. 

We choose our shoes for style, comfort and 
colour. We are also wide fitting specialists. 
MICHAEL LUCAS 
(Quality Footwear) 

8 Deans Court, Bicester, Oxon, 0X16 2XZ 





The Professionals in mobile car valeting 

★ Fully Mobile — We come to you ★ 

★ Fully equipped vans ★ 

★ Comprehensively trained personnel * 

★ Restore your vehicle to showroom 

condition ★ 

if Wash, leather, vac from £10 ★ 
if Valets from only £18 ★ 

WE COME TO YOU - NO CAR 
WASH QUEUES 


FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO SUIT 
YOU PHONE 0525 852 452 (DAY) 
0831 137 567 (ANYTIME) 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, 
SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is 
within easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just 
three minutes from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an excellent standard of 
cuisine. In the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar 
facilities are available. A variety of entertainment from coach 
outings to sing-songs, bingo to theatre visits are organised. All 
bedrooms have hot and cold running water. The hotel has its 
own car park, free to guests. 

FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30ft wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to 
ground floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to First floor and second floor for more 
able guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable 
for wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more 
able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your 
enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of seasons rates — Christmas 
and New Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory 
Road, Oxford. 


fgr ; 



OUR 

WORK IS 
CARINQ 


MOST CLER6Y WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RELAX WHEN THE TIME 
COMES TO RETIRE. RUT IT IS NOT ALWAYS SO EASY . . . 

The Church of England Pensions Board offers support 
to its more elderly pensioners, including clergy widows 
and Church workers retired from the stipendiary 
ministry, who, because of age or infirmity need 
sheltered accommodation and some special care. 
This we are able to give in our 10 residential and nur- 
sing homes, offering security and peace of mind at 
a time of life when it is most needed, and where pro- 
blems encountered in everyday activities such as 
eating, dressing and bathing are eased by the caring 
support of our dedicated staff. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 
1991, but in order to cope with the growing number 
of our pensioners we must continue this much need- 
ed work. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of cove- 
nant and legacies. 

PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE. 
For a copy of our new Appeals Brochure detailing the 
board's work and ways in which you can help, or a 
form of words for inclusion in a will, please write to: 

THE SECRETARY 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD 
Department TD 
7 Little College Street 
London SW1P 3SF 

Reg. Charity 236627 



RESPITE CARE — Please would you help 

Could you look after a child or young person with special needs? Be a carer for a few 
hours, a day or a night, a weekend or a holiday. 

Parents of handicapped children and young people urgently need relief care or a sitting 
service. 

OLIVER - is a happy mentally handicapped 5 year old who is small for his age. He tries 
very hard to learn new skills. He is a little unsteady on his feet and needs to 
use a buggy for long distances. 

JOHN - is a physically handicapped ten year old. He is lively and friendly and can get 
about without help. His special interest is anything to do with trains. 

PAUL — is a young person of 21 with Downs Syndrome. He has speech problems but 
manages to make himself understood. He is shy and needs to build up his 
confidence. He does, however, have an active social life. 

Existing carers find helping very rewarding. If you can offer help you will 
receive training and on going support. An allowance of up to £12 is paid. 

What is Takes-a-Break? 

Takes-a-Break is a three-way partnership arrangement offering short-term care for 
children, young people and some adults who have special needs. These special needs are 
likely to arise because the child may have a mental handicap, a physical handicap or a 
combination of both. 

Families permanently caring for someone with this kind of special need often experience 
considerable strain, and benefit from a break from continually caring. The break should be 
a happy and positive experience for all concerned. 

Take-a-Break Carers are ordinary families who offer their time and home, with a real 
interest to their short stay guests. 

Take-a-Break Social Workers get to know the families needing the service, recruit Carer 
families, introduce one of the other and offer continuing support. 

The Scheme aims to widen the range of choices available to families who have a need for 
this kind of service, recognising that the individual needs differ. The theme "children .first, 
handicap second" underpins the user friendly service. 

For an informal chat or further information please contact: Priscilla Mills or Sylvia 
Hewinson, Take-a-Break Social Worker, Social Services Department, Brindley House, 4 
Burkes Road, Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 1PB. Tel: Beaconsfield 671643. 



Buckinghamshire 
Social Services 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 
(0865) 880505 and 
ask for David Holden 
(General Manager) 


A TRACY 
T NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL, MEDICAL 
& CONVALESCENT 
IN A HOMELY, 
CARING 
ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance 
day and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C 
and colour TV in all rooms. 
Single or double rooms. Day 
room. Lift. Pleasant gardens. 
Registered by Oxfordshire 
Health Authority. 
Personal attention of Matron 
S. D. Wilkinson, SRN, SCM 
24/26 Broughton Road, 
Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 

62530 



& Emergency Mtrthers Em. 195 

Employment Bureau 




The Nationwide 
Caring Service 

Special care for your elderly 
relatives whether they are 
sick, infirm or just lonely. 

Temporary help for your 
family during illness, 
confinement or holiday 
periods. 

Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street, Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LE17 4AE 
ER.E.S. Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 



TOC H 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford OX9 9HB 

Telephone: 08677 2004 


Well equipped modern house set in 
four acres. Sleeps 21 (mainly single 
rooms). 

Two conference rooms (each seating 
30), plus smaller group rooms. 

Near M40 — seven miles from Oxford. 
Ideal for conferences, retreats, group 
holidays. 

All enquiries to Warden in residence 


NURSES PLEASE HELP 

Can you spare even a few hours per week to help someone in 
need locally? 

Hours to suit. Good rates of pay. 

Telephone and care useful. 

British Nursing Association 
Telephone: OXFORD (0065) 245201 
READING (0734) 586492 
HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 35025 
SWINDON (0793) 542202 
CHELTENHAM (0242L577818 



mm 



The British nursing Association 
Licensed by Local Authorities 


Country View 

Registered Rest Home 

A small country residence for the retired person. Short 
or long stay are welcomed. 

Residents are encouraged to be as independent as 
possible. 

Room with private facilities, tastefully decorated with 
comfort in mind. Caring family atmosphere. Highly 
trained staff on duty 24 hours per day. 

To arrange a visit 

Tel: Chesham (0494) 782263 


TUDOR LODGE 

EYNSHAM ROAD. OXFORD 

Private home care for the elderly, 24-hour 
care in homely atmosphere, assuring of 
our personal attention. All residents 
welcome. For further information: 

TELPHONE: 0685-863807 
Mr and Mrs Gonzalez 


Retirement Home in 
Village Setting 
Very close to Cambridge 

Offers holiday accommodation to the active 
elderly. Transport provided to and from your 
home. 

Telephone now for brochure and fees. 
Bookings now being taken for Summer and 
Winter 1990. 

(0223) 208010 
Ask for Platron 



Registered Nursing Home 

Formerly a care home. The Glebe House has now been 
approved as a Registered Nursing Home by the Cheltenham 
and District Health Authority. 

• General and medical patients catered for. 

• The ultimate choice for the highest standards of nursing 
care and comfort in a warm and homely atmosphere. 

• Single and double rooms available. 

• The Glebe House is situated in the peace and tranquility 
of the Cotswolds in the historical town of North leach, off 
the A40 between Burford - Cheltenham. 

Cirencester - Moreton-in-Marsh road. 

• Non-smokers only 


GlebeHouse 

Mill End 
Northleach 
Gloucestershire 
GL54 3HL 

Telepltone: Cotswolds 

0451-60735 

For further information please contact the proprietors — Erica M. Granville- 
Edtnunds and Peter D. Granville- Edmunds. SRN. RCNT. FRSH. MBChA. MR/PHH. 
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Still needing 
a helping 
hand 

IT was on July 15, 1890, just 
one hundred years ago, that it 
was realised that the Christ 
Church Oxford Mission to 
Poplar, East London, had 
become so successful that it war- 
ranted its own church building. 
East-Enders were soon flocking 
to the new church of St Frides- 
wide of Oxford in their hun- 
dreds, as the work of Oxford’s 
mission blossomed. 

The intervening century has 
seen many changes, not least of 
which has been the building in 
the fifties and early sixties of 
vast tenement blocks to replace 
those obliterated during the 
dreadful bombing of the docks 
in both wars. St Frideswide’s 
Church building has gone too, 
but her statue is still honoured 
in the parish church of All 
Saints’ with St Frideswide, 
Poplar. 

The Cockney spirit of the peo- 
ple remains as strong and true 
as ever despite 30% male 
unemployment and the 90% 
council-owned accommodation. 

But the need for a helping 
hand remains, too. Local people 
can do much of the church work 
themselves, but the need for 
more secretarial and admin back 
up for the work is desperate. 
That’s why the church in Poplar 
is hoping that someone from the 
Diocese that helped them a hun- 
dred years ago might lend a 
hand today. 

Amidst all the pressing need, 
the cost of just a few more hours 
of secretarial time would be a 
God-send. Guardian angels 
should write to the Rector of 
Poplar, the Revd Dr Laurie 
Green at Poplar Rectory, 
Newby Place, London E14 
OEY, or ’phone 01-987 3133. 


Clerical 

cricket 

AFTER last season’s triumph in 
the Church Times Cup cricket 
final, cricketing clerics will be 
seen throughout the Diocese, 
limbering up for the coming 
season! 

New members would be very 
welcome. Games are played at 
regular intervals through the 
summer. Cup matches on Mon- 
days from June onwards. 

As holders of the Cup the 
Diocese have the privilege of 
playing against the Church 
Commissioners and this will be 
played on Thursday, June 7 at 
Brasenose College playing field 
in Oxford. 

For further details, please 
contact John Samways: Oxford 
(0865) 243434. 


Those who retire to the sidelines 


‘HOLY Orders’ seems to be a healthy 
way of life. Clergymen retire a little 
later than the rest of us, and even then 
often maintain an active part-time 
ministry for several years. Once of- 
ficially ‘retired’, however, there may 
be some problems of readjustment. 

As ‘The Vicar’ a priest has been at 
the centre of his world, and so too, 
very often, has his wife. Withdrawal 
to the sidelines requires a re- 
orientation which may not be easy for 
an active couple. The problem may be 


more acute if the retired priest is a 
bachelor or widower or for a priest’s 
widow. 

In the Buckinghamshire Arch- 
deaconry, a team of. Chaplains has 
been operating for some time keeping 
in touch with retired clergymen and 
clergymen’s widows, making sure 
they are in good spirits and not op- 
pressed by isolation or loneliness. 

The work was begun by the Revd 
Bill Jones of Princes Risborough, who 
still visits retired clergy and widows 


in the Aylesbury Deanery. The Revd 
Terry Lewis looks after those living 
in the northern deaneries, and Canon 
Addison-Smith those to the south. 

The Church of England Pensions 
Board provides us with the names and 
addresses of those who have retired 
from the stipendiary ministry. There 
are some clergy whose incomes in 
employment and pensions in retire- 
ment derive from secular sources, and 
thus their widows are not on the Pen- 
sion Board list, but might be grate- 


ful for occasional visits by the 
Chaplains. 

We should be pleased to have the 
help of parish priests in locating 
priests or widows not in receipt of the 
Board’s pensions. Each of our Arch- 
deaconries has a Clergy Widows’ Of- 
ficer to whom their names may be 
sent. 

Dennis Davies 

Dennis Davies is Clergy Widows ' Of- 
ficer for the Buckingham Deanery. 


Let him that 
is without sin . . 


A SAD and rather perplexed 
Father Cuthbert drove along the 
Mumbwa Road on that October 
day in 1962. He had served for 
many years in Northern 
Rhodesia. His sadness came 
from the increasing unrest in the 
country. 

Almost every day there was 
news of cars being stoned and 
bridges being burned down. It 
distressed him that these things 
were being done. His religious 
instincts and his innate pacifism 
made him doubt whether viol- 
ence of this sort could ever be 
justified. 

But he was perplexed as well 
as sad. What should he say to his 
African friends — what should 
he preach to his African congre- 
gations? He shared their aspir- 
ations for freedom and indepen- 
dence. Must he tell them that it 
was wrong to use violence to 
achieve them? Or were they 
right to say they had no choice? 

So, sad and perplexed, he 
drove on down the Mumbwa 
Road. Then, suddenly, he saw 
a figure seated by the roadside 
about three hundred yards 
ahead. The road was otherwise 
empty and there was nothing but 
bush on either side. 

On instinct, he slowed down. 
Then he saw something that 
almost made him stop alto- 
gether. The solitary African sit- 
ting at the roadside had a small 
heap of sizeable stones in front 
of him, and even as he noticed 
this the African looked towards 
his car and picked up one of the 
stones in his right hand. 

Fr Cuthbert thought furious- 
ly. Should he stop, reverse, and 
go back the way he had come? 
Or should he accelerate and 


A SHORT 
STORY 

drive past the waiting African as 
fast as he could? Or should he 
stop and get out of the car and 
go and talk with this African? 
All three possibilities passed 
through his mind in a matter of 
seconds, as the distance between 
him and the African drew 
shorter. 

Then, he suddenly realised 
that this African was no 
stranger, but a man whom he 
recognised as a member of his 
o>vn flock. So he drove on, and 
stopped the car just short of the 
seated figure by the heap of 
stones. He got out of the car. 

“Wabonwa, Yakobo,” he 
greeted him. “Ndabonwa, 
ayebo Mfundisi, wabonwa,” 
replied the African as he rose to 
his feet. They shook hands. 

“Yakobo,” began Fr Cuth- 
bert, “why are you here? What 
is this that you are doing? Do 
you think it is right?” 

“But, Mfundisi, why are you 
troubled? I’m doing nothing 
wrong.” 

“Nothing wrong, Yakobo? 
Then what are all these stones 
for?” 

“These stones, Mfundisi? 
They are for cars of course.” 

“Exactly, Yakobo. But think 
what you are doing. This could 
get you in big trouble with the 
Government, and you will be ar- 
rested by the police.” 

Yakobo looked puzzled. 
“But, Mfundisi,” he said, 
“these stones belong to the 
Government. The Bwana DC 


gave them to me, and he told me 
to sit here by the roadside and 
wait for the cars. How can the 
police arrest me for that?” 

It was now Fr Cuthbert’ s turn 
to look puzzled. And Yakobo, 
seeing this, went on: “Look, 
Mfundisi, all I do is this. When 
a motor car comes along, I take 
one of these stones from THIS 
heap and I put it on to THAT 
heap. Then, when my time is 
finished for the day, the Govern- 
ment Inspector comes along and 
he counts the stones in THAT 
heap so the Bwana DC can 
know how many cars use this 
road. That’s all.” 

Fr Cuthbert laughed — at 
himself, not at Yakobo. “A 
Traffic Census!” he chuckled, 
“not very sophisticated, but ef- 
fective all the same.” He climb- 
ed back into his car. “Goodbye, 
Yakobo. Don’t forget to move 
a stone for my car.” 

And as he drove off Fr Cuth- 
bert thought to himself how easy 
it was to jump to wrong con- 
clusions. 

John Houghton 

Canon John Houghton is active- 
ly retired in Bletchley and 
celebrates his Golden Jubilee as 
a Priest in May this year. 32 of 
those 50 years were spent in 
Zambia. 

Keeping vigil 

AN Easter play. The Vigil by 
Ladislas Fodor, is to be per- 
formed in the parish church of 
SS Peter and Paul, Newport 
Pagnell on Palm Sunday. 

The producer and many of the 
cast were once members of The 
Pioneers, a well-known amateur 
dramatic group who disbanded, 
but have come together again for 
this special occasion in aid of the 
church’s £195,000 restoration 
appeal. 

The play is set as a courtroom 
drama in which the gardener is, 
ostensibly, on trial for removing 
the body of Jesus from the tomb. 
However, the real occupant of 
the dock is Faith — Man’s Faith 
in the Resurrection, and it is the 
audience who are the jury. 

See back page for details. 


DOOR distribution 


Down among the W’s something went amiss. Apologies to 
Witney and Woodstock whose entries were incorrect, and to 
Wallingford omitted altogether. There was also an error in the 
Sonning entry. 

The correct versions should read: 

Sonning: Mr P. Teague 0734 789811. 

Wallingford: Mr W. Judd 0491 872642. 

Witney: Revd Roland Meredith 0993 702517. 

Woodstock: Revd R. Faulkner 0993 812059. 


End of a noble yew 



THIS famous yew, standing between the two churches of St 
John the Baptist in the churchyard at The Lee, with a 
circumference of about 50 feet, was felled by the great storm 
of January 25. 

It grew for many years in two parts, joined at the base. One 
part was felled by the storm, the other went over onto its 
branches the next day without pulling up its roots. 

The oldest living thing in the parish, probably over a 
thousand years old, the yew now leaves a gap in our history. 
Sheehan in his History of Buckinghamshire (1861) refers to 
“the remarkably large and ancient yew tree which is now 
bending fast before the destroyer of all things — time”, while 
Murray in A Handbook for Travellers (1882) mentions “a 
noble yew tree probably older than the old church remains”. 
The old Church is Early English, probably built in the twelfth 
century. 

Yews were a symbol of fertility and everlasting life, because 
they were evergreen. The pagans are said to have worshipped 
in a grove of yews. Early Christian missionaries did the same 
before their churches were built. 

The tree was considered a symbol of immortality and 
suitable for planting on a site where people were buried. 

Fronds of yew were placed on new graves and used in Palm 
Sunday processions which were sometimes called ‘Yew Sunday 
processions’. 

Many explanations are given for the large number of yews 
found in country churchyards, one being that the tree was 
considered to cleanse the ground by taking up the blood from 
the recently buried. This may have derived from the fact that 
the heartwood of the tree is a bright red. Straight branches 
were used for longbows in medieval times. 

Some years ago it took twelve Sunday School children to 
surround the tree holding hands. For decades village children 
have climbed up out of sight, hiding in the tree or searching 
for birds’ nests. 

It is possible that part of this tree may regenerate. All over 
the trunk grow small green stems. If there is enough root left, 
it could be that some of these in time will grow and eventually 
form another tree, which once again may be the pride of the 
churchyard in the year 3000 AD! 

Susan Cowdy 

Susan Cowdy is Vice-President of The Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Naturalists Trust (BBONT). 


JL Roehampton Institute 

">r Digby Stuart • Froebel • Southlands - Whitelands 


RELIGIOUS 
LIFE IN LONDON 

When a man is tired of London , he is tired of life 
— Dr Samuel Johnson . 



Religious, arts, crafts, musical, dance, drama and 
other Summer Schools at Roehampton Institute 

Dr Tim Woolmer, RICE Office, Digby Stuart 
College, Roehampton Lane, London SW15 
5PH - 01-878-1706 


G F S & T F 

YOUTH 

WORKER 

READING 

The Girls’ Friendly Society is an Anglican 
organisation for girls and young women. It wishes 
to appoint a qualified Youth and Community Worker. 
The successful applicant will work with Residents 
of an established local GFS housing scheme and 
develop a project with the local Community to 
provide leisure, safety and welfare facilities for 
young women in Reading. 

The salary will be on a scale ranging from 
£10,509-£14,087. Applications will be welcome from 
those people who are experienced Youth Workers 
and who have the ability to structure their own work 
and have a Christian commitment. 

Further details and application form from: Miss Ann 
Lloyd, Personnel Officer, GFS Central Office, 126 
Queen’s Gate, London SW7 6LQ. Tel. no. (01) 589 
9628. 

Closing date for applications is* 11 April 1990. 
Interviews will be held in Reading on Thursday, 10 
May 1990. 


WORSFOLD CARS 


CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN 
ROLLS ROYCE & LIMOUSINE 
CAR HIRE 



BERKHAMSTED 0442 870911 
OR 081 204 6090 

OPEN EVERY DAY 


VACATION TERM FOR 
BIBLICAL STUDY 

St Anne's Cottage, Oxford 
July 21 August 4, 1990 

Jeremiah — Prof W. McKane; 
Creation — Prof R. Williams; 
Unknown God — Rev H. 
McCabe; Prophetic Books — 
Rev R. Coggins; Also Prof K. 
Grayston, Dr M. Thompson & 
Prof D. Nineham. 

Opportunities to learn Hebrew 
and N.T. Greek. All-in fees 
approx £190 per week. Stay 
one or two weeks. 

For further details send SAE to 
Miss G. J. Guest, Hy croft. 
Barrack Hill, Kent. CT21 4BY. 


A BRIDGE BETWEEN 

Open holy-holi-day Event 
16-20 July 1990 

Enter into silence with others 
and have time apart for 
prayer, bible reflection, 
walks, recreative activity, 
'sit and stare', 
at the 

BISHOP MASCALL CENTRE 
Lower Galdeford, 
LUDLOW SY8 2RU 

Contact the Assistant 
Warden for details. 


Nary Collings 

Church furnishings 

Est. 1965 

St Andrews Hall, Humber Doucy 
Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk IP4 3BP 
Tel: Ipswich (0473) 726673 
LARGE RANGE Of SECONDHAND 
GARMENTS, WANTED OLD 
EMBROIDERIES, ICONS, RELICS, 
ANYTHING INTERESTING 
CLERGY/CHOIR/ READERS 
ROBES. ALTAR fRONTALS, LINEN, 
FURNITURE, BRASS, SILVER. 
STAINED GLASS 
BOUGHT & SOLD 
NEW Ot SECONDHAND 
Price list and fabric samples 
on request 
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WORD PROCESSING 
VDU OPERATING 

AND 

PROGRAMMING COURSES 

Absolute beginners welcome 

(0628) 24729 
Jane Coates Associates Ltd 
MAIDENHEAD 


GET FIT ... 

NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY EXPERIENCED 
DOCTORS 

FAST , SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one 
pill per day makes you feel less 
hungry and enables you to keep 
to a calorie controlled diet. A 
complete re-education of eating 
habits to aid permanent weight 
reduction. Monitored by 
experienced doctor. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at: 

BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE 

18 CROSS STREET, READING, 8ERKS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 

or Telephone: 

0734 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday/T uesday/Thursday /Friday 
1 1 .30am to 8pm 
Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 


NO ONE ELSE CAN HELP 


The threat of famine is now greater than any time since the 
disaster in 1 984. Reports from Eritrea confirmed that by 
January there could be one million people in need of food 
assistance, and this could increase to 1.5 million during the 
course of 1 990. 

Through the help of your past generous donations the Eritrean 
Relief Association has established all the necessary structures 
to deliver food aid to the majority of the people. We appeal 
once again to help us to stop the possibility of mass starvation. 
It is a sad fact that ongoing war in Eritrea means the Eritrean 
Relief Association is the only organisation capable of 
transporting foods to the vast majority of Eritreans. 

NO ONE ELSE CAN HELP 

and no one else can help us to help Eritreans but you 
Please Donate Generously 


I/We enclose a donation of £ payable to Eritrean Relief 

Association (reg. charity No. 800543). 

Should you want to donate by Credit Card please ring to give 
your details: Tel: 01-837 9236. Open from 9.30am-7pm, 
Monday to Saturday. 

Donor's Name 

Address 





Post Code 

Please return this form to: The Eritrean Relief 
Association, 96 White Lion Street, London N1 9PF 



Facing the 
future 
together 

THE ‘Families facing the future’ conference 
organised by the new Diocese of Oxford 
Family Life and Marriage Education group 
was held in Oxford as we went to press. (See 
report on page 3). It also happened that fami- 
ly life also figures prominently in this Easter 
People and Places. 

The Thomas-Ferrand family from Brill 
have every reason to be proud of the way 
they are facing the future together. Their two 
youngest members were presented with a 
Child of Achievement 1990 Award by the 
Prime Minister at a ceremony in the 
Guildhall recently. The citation reads: 

“William and Annabel have a severely 
handicapped elder brother, Richard was 
born brain-damaged, is blind, and is also 
mentally-ietarded. His brother and sister 
willingly give up their own free time to help 
look after Richard, never resenting the ex- 
tra time their Mother must spend with 
Richard, or that in some cases Richard must 
come first. These two youngsters are 
described as ‘unflappable’ — providing a 
support beyond their years.” 

Writing in the Parish magazine their 
mother, Anne, describes the trip to London 
where 148 children and their families and 
friends assembled for the award ceremony. 
Annabel (6) and William (11) were 
numbers 130 and 131 respectively, and 
when they were called out she says: “We 
hoped they wouldn't trip up or drop their 
trophies, but all went without a hitch. Mrs 
Thatcher shook hands with them both and 
congratulated them.” 

She ends her account: “It had certainly 
been a long and emotionally-charged day. 
We all knew that, without Richard, none of 
us would have been through such an ex- 
perience.” 

Thank you Richard, and lots of love and 
congratulations to Annabel and William 
from The DOOR. 

Looking lively 

AN achievement of a different kind has been 
notched up by Rowland Proctor, a lay- 
reader at Twyford and Ruscombe (see 
photo) who was 90 on March 30. He was 
licensed by the Bishop of Winchester when 
he retired from a career in engineering- 
insurance a quarter of a century ago, but a 
decision to live with his daughter brought 
him to our Diocese in 1974. 

Not content with his four-score-years-and- 
ten, he is still active as a craftsman in wood 
and metalwork and he made the nave altar 
and Communion rails at the Church of St 
Mary the Virgin out of pews removed dur- 
ing re-ordering. 

He is a member of the parish choir and 
celebrated his birthday by singing tenor in 
a performance of Stainer’s Crucifixion, and 
will even be preaching at St Mary s on 
Maundy Thursday. 

Rowland was particularly delighted when 
his son-in-law Paul Minton was also licensed 
as a Reader last year although he says that 
he is looking forward to many more years 



Rowland Proctor (90) 

of active church service himself. By the look 
of his photograph we shall be repeating this 
in ten years time. 

Musical 

offspring 

THE Revd Paul Bibby, Rector of the 
Hambleden Valley Group also has reason 
to be proud of a pair of children. His 
daughters Nicola (28) and Alexandra (26) 
will be playing as a piano duo at the Purcell 
Room at London’s South Bank Centre on 
April 4. 

Nicola studied at the Royal Academy of 
Music and afterwards in Vienna and 
Frankfurt while Alexandra won a scholar- 
ship to the Royal College. Both have won 
a number of prizes and since 1984 have been 
performing as a duo both on one piano and 
two as well as accompanying and teaching 
part-time. 

Last year they gave a two-piano recital at 
St James’ Piccadilly in aid of Friends of the 
Earth. Their programme at the Purcell 
Room will include Rachmaninoff, Gershwin 
and Poulenc, and if you are interested in 
joining a coach-load from Hambledon ring 
Julia Wallis on 0494 881447. 

You can also hear them both in the 
Hambleden Valley series of concerts this 
year, because Alexandra will be playing a 
Mozart Piano Concerto on May 5 and 
Nicola in the Trout Quintet on August 1 1 . 
Another daughter plays the flute and dou- 
ble bass and Paul also sings. What wonder- 
ful music they must make when they all get 
together! 

Bowing out 

THERE will be wonderful music too in 
North Oxford this Easter when St Andrew’s 
Church, Summertown, celebrate with 
three performances of “Jigsaw People”, 
written and composed by Veronica Ben- 
netts. She is a music teacher at the Dragon 
School, but before that taught at St Philip 
and St James Church of England School and 
she is also the wife of Colin Bennetts, Vicar 
of St Andrew’s and until recently Rural 
Dean of Oxford. 

‘Jigsaw People’ shows how a collection 
of people come to a realisation of God 
through the life and death of a child. The 


theme is worked out through music, dance 
and drama, and there will b& four-part choir, 
a chorus, a chamber orchestra and a small 
team of dancers. (Full details of times, etc, 
on The Back DOOR). 

Unfortunately, Oxford is about to lose 
both Veronica and Colin. They are moving 
to Chester, he to be a Canon of the Cathedral 
and in charge of ordinands, and she no doubt 
to use her talents in the north of England. 

Heather Bliss, Publicity Organiser for 
‘Jigsaw People’ says: “At St Andrew’s 
Veronica is known not only as the Vicar’s 
wife and the organiser of the choir, but also 
as someone whose steady faith has directed 
many people in search of Christ.” 

Keeping tabs 

ARE you the kind of person who keeps a 
holiday journal, or are you one of those peo- 
ple who comes home full of good intentions 
but somehow doesn’t get around to sticking 
in those dog-eared bus tickets and torn 
restaurant bills? 

Martin Partridge from Wargrave is a 

graphic designer and a Non-Stipendiary 
Priest. He and his wife and their four 
children became so expert at keeping their 
own holiday records that they decided to 
produce a ready-made holiday journal for 
the rest of us. 

It is attractively illustrated but has plenty 
of room for personal reminscences and in- 
cludes a blank map for your route. There 
are spaces for addresses, names of towns to 
visit and final sections headed “Oh! the cost 
of it all” where you can balance your budget 
and ‘Reflections’, presumably to be com- 
pleted on a cold winter’s evening. Holiday 
Journal , devised and illustrated by Martin 
Partridge, was published by Webb and 
Bower on March 29 and costs £9.99. 

User-friendly 

NOT far from Wargrave on the outskirts of 
Reading is Emmer Green. Its Vicar is Nigel 
Hardcastle who until last summer was Ex- 
ecutive Secretary in charge of the British 
Council of Churches Church Computer Pro- 
ject. He is also the author of the Project’s* 
latest booklet Church Publications and Com- 
puters (BCC Publications, £1.95). Don’t be 
put off by the title because it is refreshingly 
jargon-free and would be very helpful for 
anyone thinking of investing in a computer 
for church or home use. 

There is much wise advice like: “Don't 
throw away your duplicator” before you 
have considered the alternative. And it was, 
of course, produced with the aid of a com- 
puter so you can judge the results for 
yourself. 

DOORSTOP 

WE have heard of Adopt-a-Granny 
schemes, but never until now of Adopt-a- 
Cranny. It is the brainwave of St Giles’ 
Reading to supplement the fortnightly efforts 
of their paid church cleaners. 

The idea is that members of the congrega- 
tion adopt a bit of the church which is then 
marked up on a plan and given lots of tender 
love and polishing. Once everyone com- 
pared hats at Easter services — could it be 
brasswork this year? 

Happy Easter! 


CLIFTONVILLE 

RESIDENTIAL HOME 
FOR THE ELDERLY 

Our new extension is now open 
Our facilities include: 

A five person lift, 2 lounges with colour TV, 1 quiet 
lounge. All rooms with fitted vanity units and hot and 
cold water (single and sharing), a library with large 
print books, visiting chiropodist and hairdresser. Good 
food, all rooms have 24-hour bell call. 

We are fully registered with local authorities and are 
members of NORARCH and the National Confedera- 
tion of Care Homes. 

Our staff are experienced and every thought will be 
given for your care and comfort. 

For more information or our warm and 



DOES 
YOUR 
CAR 
NEED 


ATTENTION? 


• MOBILE SERVICING 

At your home or place of work, all we need is an address. 

• CAR UNSAFE TO DRIVE OR MOT EXPIRED? 


No problem. If you're worried about driving your car for any reason, 
worry no more. We collect at no extra cost. 


• MOT’S 

Arranged, tested and delivered, you've heard of armchair shopping? 
— Give us a ring! 

* All work undertaken, from the smallest bulb to complete rebuilds 

* At your home or place of work, all we need is an address 

* Breakdown available 24 hrs — 7 days a week, 52 weeks a year 

* All makes and models undertaken 

If you have a problem with your motoring or just need advice give us a ring. 
There is no cost and no obligation. 

TRY US - WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU! 


friendly home please phone Mrs Howard, 
proprietor, on 0933 53028 or 0933 228900 


SKE SERVICES 

Tel: 0491 25370 anytime. Mobile: 0831 138593 
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For Children: 


How to make an Easter Garden 


You will need: An old dinner plate or seed tray; 
soil, small pebbles and stones; one large stone; 
moss, twigs, little flowers; an old white hand- 
kerchief or white tissue; newspaper; thin wire or 
string; scissors. 

Getting ready: Cover where you are going to 
work with the newspaper. 

What to do: Fill your plate or seed tray with 
soil and arrange pebbles and stones to make paths 
and a cave. Now arrange the moss on the soil 
to look like grass; push in the twigs where you 
want trees and then the flowers. 


Cut six little twigs and make cross shapes. Bind 
the wire or string round the middle and push them 
into your garden. Cut the strips of your hankie 
or tissue and lay them in the cave. Put the large 
stone over the opening. 

On Easter Day move your stone away just as 
it happened on the first Easter. 

Find out what happened on the first Easter in 
your Bible by reading any of the four Gospels: 
Matthew Ch 28; Mark Ch 16; Luke Ch 24 and 
John Ch 20. „ , _ 

Pamela Jones 

Diocesan Children’s Officer 



GENERAL SYNOD 


Virgin Birth re-affirmed in 
flight from a dull agenda 


SYNOD members are only 
human. We would- all rather 
engage in a debate on what we 
believe and why, than work 
through the planned agenda, 
especially when chunks of legis- 
lation loom large. 

For this reason we stole time 
from the fascinatingly-named 
“Church of England (Service 
Chaplaincies & Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Measure”, to dis- 
cuss once again our thoughts on 
the Virginal Birth and bodily 
Resurrection was heavily 
defeated. 

Evangelicals, liberals and 


traditionalists all had their say 
and unsurprisingly found a dif- 
ference of approach. After a 
lively debate, Synod reaffirmed 
the traditional beliefs about the 
birth, death and Resurrection of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. An 
amendment to exclude from of- 
fice those who did not hold to 
the Virgin Birth and bodily 
Resurrection of Christ. This was 
defeated. 

Ordination 

After such a heavy passage for 
the Ordination of Women 
Measure in the November 


Synod, it came as a surprise that 
we dealt with the related Finan- 
cial Provisions Measure with 
such speed. The only fiercely- 
debated point concerned the 
period of time within which 
clergy wishing to leave the 
ministry because of the ordin- 
ation of women must go if they 
are receive financial help. 
This was set at ten years. This 
debate now passes to the 
dioceses. 

Worship 

There was modified rapture in 
the welcome given to Patterns 


for Worship, a report by the 
Liturgical Commission. This 
book tries to meet the needs of 
the Church’s worship in Urban 
Priority Areas and to provide 
ideas and material for all-age 
services. 

There were those who felt it 
demonstrated that the ASB was 
a failure, and that we should 
return to the BCP completely. 
Others were concerned that we 
seemed to be offered too many 
alternatives for the Eucharistic 
Prayer and many, however, 
welcomed the book. I would en- 
courage all parishes to obtain a 
copy to study. 

Synod agreed to proceed with 
moves towards closer working 
with other denominations 
through the Council of Churches 
for Britain and Ireland. Author- 
ity for Series 1 services for 
Matrimony and Burial lapses at 
the end of 1990. 

A report on the Church Urban 
Fund was received and a renew- 
ed commitment made. 

Legislation 

A long and rather dry after- 
noon was spent working our 
way through the Care of Chur- 
ches and Ecclesiastical Jurisdic- 
tion Measure revision. What to 
do with terriers, inventories and 


log-books and when to get a 
faculty occupied the church- 
wardens and archdeacons 
among our number. A little light 
relief came in a discussion as to 
when a churchyard tree was not 
a tree! Churchwardens should 
look to their laurels. 

Late on the final day the Ser- 
vice Chaplaincies and Miscel- 
laneous Provisions came before 
a weary and depleted Synod. It 
turned out to be more exciting 
than anticipated. Not only did 
Synod throw out the whole sec- 
tion on Service Chaplaincies, 
but one of the miscellaneous 
provisions proved contentious. 

The aim was to tidy up 
various anomalies, and to clarify 
some unclear points. Although 
a minority disagreed, a clause 
was passed to make it certain 
that deacons could be appointed 
as rural deans. Then a clause 
was proposed in addition that 
would enable deacons to be ap- 
pointed as team vicars. 

This proved too controversial 
an issue for the time of night, 
and amid some uproar Synod 
voted to adjourn. This cliff- 
hanger must remain until July! 

Hilary Unwin 

Hilary Unwin is Training Officer 
for the Amersham Deanery. 


IN BRIEF 


Getting Started 

THE Board for Social Respon- 
sibility has produced an infor- 
mation leaflet on housing and 
homelessness for churches in the 
Diocese. The leaflet gives 
details of contacts who can help 
on rural housing, urban housing, 
and homelessness, as well as 
some ideas of what other chur- 
ches have done. 

Clergy will receive a copy of 
the leaflet in their April mailing, 
and other copies are available 
free from the Housing and 
Homelessness Group, c/o 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. 
Tel: Oxford (0865) 244566. 

Churchyard 

A CHURCHYARD conserva- 
tion survey has been launched in 
Oxfordshire. 

Letters have been sent out to 
all those who are concerned with 
the care and maintenance of 
churchyards. Also included 
were a form for describing the 
general nature and potential of 
the churchyard and others with 
more detailed lists of possible 
wildlife. 

The Revd Peter Bugg, Dio- 
cesan Rural Chaplain and 
organiser of the survey, said that 
he hoped that a half-day course 
in churchyard management and 
conservation would be held in 
Oxfordshire some time in May. 

We’re sorry 

IN our Church Urban Fund feature 
in the March DOOR we referred to 
an Arts and Crafts Fair in the 
Bracknell Deanery and said that it 
had been held by Sunningdale. In 
fact, it was Sunninghill. 

The Anglican Consultative Coun- 
cil’s Officer for the Decade of 
Evangelism is The Revd Canon 
Robert Renouf and not Mr Bob 
Reynolds as stated in The February 
DOOR. 

Words of Wisdom 

IN the March DOOR we reviewed 
a gem of a book called Words of 
Wisdom by Freda Collins, but forgot 
to mention how the book is avail- 
able. It costs £2.25 and you can get 
it from Mr Len Judd, 18 Simon’s 
Close, Tilehurst, Reading, Berkshire 
RG3 6GA. Tel: 0734 44143. 



Vicar's pub with no beer 

THE Vicar of Chalgrove, the Revd Ian Cohen, is taking over the licence of his local pub. But 
it’s only a temporary arrangement — and, in any case, he points out: “Jesus loved publicans 
and sinners, so I’ll qualify in both respects.” 

The Red Lion at Chalgrove is one of the few pubs in the country to be owned by a church 
— in this case, the Chalgrove Church Estate Charity. 

The mediaeval pub is being closed down for refurbishment and extensions following the depar- 
ture of landlord Mr Chris Williams, who has been at the Red Lion for four years. The Vicar 
becomes licensee until it is re-opened. 

As well as providing income, the pub is also important because of its central role in village 
life, according to Mr Cohen. 

The recent storms brought down the chimney stack of the pub, damaging the roof — as can 
be seen in the photograph above (Courtesy, Oxford and County Newspapers). 


Media Awareness 

THERE will be an ecumenical day conference on ‘ Media 
Awareness and the Good News’ at Drayton Village Hall on 
June 19. 

The conference, arranged as part of the Media Awareness 
Project, is planned to arouse a positive and on-going interest 
in media matters and their likely affect upon society. 

Speakers include Cindy Kent, official trainer from The 
Media Awareness Project; The Revd David Winter, the 
Bishop of Oxford’s Officer for Evangelism, and Richard 
Thomas, the Diocesan Communications Officer. Tickets in- 
cluding ploughman’s lunch are £4.50 from Mrs Heather Har- 
ris, The Vicarage, Park Road, Stoke Poges SL2 4PE. 


BARNIE & 
KIRWIN 
JOINERY 

Specialists in 
supplying to 

churches 

TEL: 051 548 1717 


Holidays Exclusively 
for Singles 

and those now on their own 

Many for individual age groups, 
some include rambling, coach 
tours and other special interests. 
Evening Bible ministry, prayer 
and praise. 

Brochure — Rhos-Llyn 
Christian Centre, 
Penparc, Cardigan, 

West Wales (0239) 614501 



ON FARM 
REPAIR SERVICES 

ENGINEERING 

* All types of farm oiachinery 

repairs 

* (Church yard grass cutters). All 
other types of lawnmower repairs. 

* Most types of welding, design 
work and manufacturing etc. 

* Some church clock repairs, 
fitting of auto winders and chimes 

etc. 

Fully equipped mobile workshop 
at your service 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
CONTACT RAY ON 
BUCKINGHAM (0280) 812976 


ASSOCIATION OF 
HOSPICE CHAPLAINS’ 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE at ALL 
SAINTS PASTORAL CENTRE 
LONDON C0LNEY 

April 30th-May 2nd 1990 

Are you involved in the spiritual care of 
the dying and their families? 

Would you like to increase your skills in 
counselling patients, families and staff and 
communications with others in the 
hospice environment? 

If so. for further information and booking 
form please contact: 

Rev Colin Kassell, 

Honorary Secretary, 
Association of Hospice Chaplains, 

St Catherine’s Hospice, 
Malthouse Road, Crawley, 

West Sussex, RH10 6BH 
(0293) 547333 


STRESS 

COUNSELLING 

STRESS MANAGEMENT 

Personal and Company Appointments to your 
convenience. 

Physical and Emotional Problems. 
Appointments, Telephone 

( 0635 ) 247052 

Dr Andrew S. Moore, D. P., Psych, Lth, MBTS 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 8J4420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
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THE DOOR (Diocese of 
Oxford Reporter) is one 
year old this month and 
since its inception has been 
extremely well received by 
readers and advertisers 
alike. It now has a circula- 
tion of 66,000 copies per 
edition with 10 editions a 
year published by the Ox- 
ford Diocesan Publishing 
Group. It’s distribution 
area covers the Diocese of 
Oxford (one of the largest 
of the 43 Dioceses in 
England) and include 2222 
square miles and a popula- 
tion of over two million 
people over the three coun- 
ties of Buckinghamshire, 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire 
which has 825 churches, 
634 parishes and 453 
stipendary (paid) clergy in- 
cluding the Bishop, three 
Area Bishops, three Arch- 
deacons and 29 Rural 
Deans. 

1990 promises to be a 
year of further growth and 
development for the publi- 
cation. 

A very Happy Birthday 
to The DOOR. 


AMERSHAM 

JOINERY 

Wish The Door 
Happy 

Birthday and 
All Success 
for next year 


INTER-COUNTY 
NURSING SERVICES 
Slough 0753 662298 
Beaconstield (0494) 677118 


Nurses of all 
grades for . . . 

• HOME CARE 

• HOSPITAL 

• INDUSTRY 

• NURSING HOME 
EXCELLENT 
EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

90 High St, Burnham, 
Bucks SL1 7JZ 
Telephone: (0628) 665271 

Licensed by Local Authorities and Department 
of Employment 


Count on us to care ... day and night 




, Nursing Home 

Long/shori star accommodation 
and Day Care facilities arc 
available, with superb food and 
special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef For further details 
please contact: 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, Q/DN 
Halings Lane, Denham, 
Bucks UB9 5DQ 
Denham (0895) 834470 
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THE 
GLEBE 
HOUSE 

wishes 

THE DOOR 

A HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
AND ALL THE BEST FOR 
THE FUTURE 

Tel: 0451-60735 

Erica and Peter 
Granville-Edmunds 




LEAVING ON A JET PLANE' 

Gatwick Grove 
Guest House 

Telephone: (0293) 515795 

Available to Gatwick travellers. Bed and breakfast, free car 
parking and transportation to airport. Private facilities at 
reasonable rates. 

Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath 
Crawley, West Sussex RH11 0PY 

Airport parking available for non residents 
at very competitive prices 






A Commissioned 
Oil Painting 

Specialists in oil paintings 

Dai Williamson 

For more information 
contact D. Williamson, 
Fish Pond Farm, 
Plaistow Green, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 5GX. 
Telephone: Ambergate 
(0773)857303 

SERVICE BAGS 
BELTS ETC 

CALL 0865 60177 

WISHING THE DOOR 
A HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY 





GEOFFREY 
CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Wish The Door 
a happy anniversary 
and all the. best for 
the future 

TEL: 0635 6844 

(24 hours) or 

0734 814420 

(24 hours) 


KITCHENS 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 
A NEW KITCHEN? 

If so, answer these 
questions: 

HOW MUCH DOES A 
FREE OVEN' COST? • 
HOW MUCH DOES A 
SALESMAN EARN? 

My name is PAUL COOLEY and I’m 
a kitchen fitter. 1 don’t give away « 

FREE OVENS' etc. and 1 don't l 

employ salesmen. But 1 can call, plan 
and design your kitchen, then per- 
sonally install it for you — including 
all plumbing and electrics. 

/ WILL PR0BABL Y SAVE YOU £££s 
PHONE ME NOW FOR A NO 
OBLIGATION QUOTE ON: 

(0628) 819080 



S 0491 7 
A 225 

* SIS, 8 

THAMES VALLEY 
ANIMAL WELFARE 

and 

CENTRAL MISSING 
PET REGISTER 

PLEASE HELP US TO 
HELP YOU 

Inform us if you have lost a pet 
or found a stray. 

Home always needed for dogs 
and cats, donations welcome. 


H0LTW00D 


REST HOME 

Wish 

The Door 
A Happy 1st 
Anniversary 
and all the best for 
the future 

Tel 0635-254844 


NEW BOOKS 


Stories that shed 
light on belief 


THE best sermons, that command our attention 
and challenge us to rediscover the Gospel and our 
completeness in Christ, are often the ones in 
which the preacher tells us: “It’s story time!” 

In a world where more and more words are 
“processed” by computer print-outs, and the 
television blocks and impoverishes our contact 
with the personal, the story has the power to 
engage, enthral and capture our imagination. It 
is story and all related art-forms that touch us at 
our deepest levels and convince us of truth. 

In churchy terminology, the tension between 
thought and feeling is expressed as the tension 
between creed and story. We need both. 

A belief system without creed may be too 
amorphous to survive in an intellectual and pro- 
positional culture like ours. But a belief system 
without a story may lack human vitality. Story' 
is the result of the experience. Story is nothing 
more than an attempt to resonate and represent 
that experience. 

Changing Faces: Stories of Death and Resur- 
rection (Mowbrays, £5.95) is a pioneering col- 
lection of 15 stories by Brian Mountford, the 
Vicar of the University Church of St Mary, Ox- 
ford. They combine what is best about the story 
with a refreshing degree of imagination and 
honesty. Here is an author who is unafraid to 
share his personal struggle for an authentic faith. 
They disturb and challenge us into new percep- 
tions of what life is and could be. 

Don’t let the bland cover put you off from buy- 
ing this book. We can hope that Brian Mount- 
ford will continue to share his vision about what 
ultimately matters for him and for us. 

In the next year or two the Church of England 
will again debate and discuss the issue of the Or- 
dination of Women to the Anglican priesthood. 
It is to be hoped that the debate, on both sides, 
is conducted with sensitivity and a willingness 
to learn, listen and change. It is especially im- 
portant that in this debate we attempt to listen (as 
men) to the life-stories of women. 

Sheila Fletcher’s magnificent biography of 
Maude Roy den (Basil Blackwell, £25.00) ex- 
plores the history of the struggle for women’s or- 
dination, and the complex interplay between 
feminism and religion in early twentieth-century 
Britain. 

It is interesting to listen to the way in which 
Maude Royden’s call to the priesthood was 
dismissed as ridiculous and preposterous. She 
clashed with bishops and refused to be silenced 
by the establishment. She made her name before 
the Great War as a suffragist speaker, and became 
renowned as a preacher and pacifist speaker. 

This book, too, is biography at its best. I hope 
you will encourage your local libraries to stock it. 

V Jim Woodward 
The Revd Jim Woodward is Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Oxford. 

Truth from 
the inside 

A new book by Richard Holloway is, for me. like 
opening the windows in the morning. Air and 
light come streaming in to freshen Up the .stuffy 
corners, and I feel wide awake and ready to take 
on the day. His new book Crossfire (Fount 
Paperback, £3.50) is no exception. 

The ironic sub-title. Faith and Doubt in an Age 


book snu 


of Certainty , gives us the theme in a nutshell. We 
may admit sometimes that there doesn’t seem 
much that is seaworthy to cling to on the sea of 
faith, yet if we believe, we somehow manage to 
float without being too afraid. 

For me, the moment of simple enlightenment 
comes in the image of stepping into the circle of 
faith, when we can see the truth from the inside 
— like the colours of a stained-glass window. 
Looked at in this light. Crossfire is simply stuff- 
ed with stimulating insights. It would make an 
excellent Lent book. 

Tenniel Evans 

Song of love 
unknown 

Love Unknown by John Barton (SPCK, £4.95) 
is a short book, but it contains treasures galore. 
When Jesus was bom He was given the title 
Emmanuel, meaning God with us. The author at- 
tempts to face some of the ramifications of that 
title. 

He coaxes us to think about such “heavy” doc- 
trines as predestination and atonement. He bids 
us look at Jesus and see God, not just as Lord 
and Master but also as servant and victim — as 
one ready, willing and able to become completely 
one with the humanity to whom he once gave his 
own breath. 

Can the suffering and death of Jesus be a 
heavenly plan? Can our almighty God actually 
be pinned down? John Barton binds all this 
together with the words of the hymn “My song 
is love unknown”. It will surely lead many to 
“a friend, a friend indeed, who at my need his 
life did spend”. 

It is not an easy book, but it is a brave book, 
beautifully written. It will lead many to much 
prayer and thought. It is, therefore, perfect for 
Lent and Easter. 

Richard Woodward 


Bishop of 
Oxford's 

Easter Diary 

Maundy Thursday: The Blessing of the 
Oils and Renewal of commitment of 
Ministry at the Cathedral, 11am. 

Good Friday: Three-hour meditation at 
Hungerford Parish Church from 
noon-3pm. The Bishop will deliver four 
devotional lectures on the Passion Nar- 
ratives. 

Saturday, April 14: Easter Vigil at St 
Luke’s, Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford, 
8pm. 

Easter Day: Mattins at the Cathedral, 
10am. 



CHURCH ORGANS 
by VISCOUNT 

We have a unique range of organs which produce the 
sound of a traditional pipe organ. 

There is a choice of TWELVE models from £1.200 to 
£7.995. 

We would like to send you brochures; write to. 

Viscount Organs, 5, Caxton Way, Watford WD1 
8UA. Tel. 0923-247437. A/phone: 01-370-2321. 


THE "MELBURY” HOTEL 
FOR THE DISABLED 

Wish The Door A 
Happy Anniversary 
and All The Best 
for the Future 

Tel: Swanage 
(0929) 422477 


THE 

CHILDREN 

SOCIETY 

WITNEY 

wish The Door 
Happy 
Anniversary 
and all the best 
for the future 

TELEPHONE 

0993 772973 


TOC H 

CUDDESDON 

HOUSE 

Wish The Door 
a Happy 1st 
Anniversary and 
all the best for 
the future 

TEL: 

08677 2004 


SICK FAY 
PROBLEMS? 

II you are sick - 
who pays Ihe hills? 

Protect your family's income, join 
our sickness benefit scheme from 
only £1.62 per week (age 40), 
provides £100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER 
OF FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 
51 HILL AVENUE 
AMERSHAM. BUCKS HP6 
5BR 

or Tel: (0494) 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 


THE PRAYER 
BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer 
is still the standard of 
Doctrine, and is a beautiful 
form of Worship. 

If you value the language and 
doctrine of the Book of 
Common Prayer, join the 
Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: 
John Crofts 
14 FOREST CLOSE 
WENDOVER 
AYLESBURY HP22 6BT 



23a Church Street, Lutterworth. 
Leicestershire. LEI 7 4AE 
Tel: 0455 558858 










The DOOR opens on: The Gate Group 


Pastoral care for all 



THE north-eastern border of the 
Diocese is not, as everyone 
thinks, the Ml . Tucked away on 
the far side of the motorway, as 
near to Cambridge as to Oxford 
is the Gate Group. You could 
not wish for anything more 
typically-English than these four 
villages. Clustered within a 
square mile, linked by winding 
lanes and sheep-specked hills, 
they are the stuff of a weary 
traveller’s dreams of home, 
even though Milton Keynes is 
just nine miles away. Their 
churches, too, are idyllic. 
Weston, for instance, has box 
pews and ancient brasses, Stoke 
Goldington a farmyard opposite 
and at quiet moments in the ser- 
vice you can distinctly hear the 
cattle in the adjoining fields. 

Despite its rural face, 
however, this particular corner 
of the Diocese has been 
transformed by the coming of 
the motorway. Residents include 
the Chief Whip of the House of 
Lords, and driving through the 
narrow lanes you are just as like- 
ly to meet businessmen bound 
for Bedford, Northampton or 
Luton, or stockbrokers dashing 
down to London, as you are to 
encounter a tractor or a hay 
lorry from one of the 12 farms 
in the Gate Group. 

County parish 

Rector of virtually all he 
surveys is Stephen Weston, an 
unexpectedly young and en- 
thusiastic evangelical who until 
two years ago was vicar in a 
busy urban church in Southport, 
Lancashire. The son of a former 
Rector of St Ebbe’s in central 
Oxford, he deliberately opted 
for a country parish because his 
theological training offered him 
so little experience of village 
churchmanship. 

“I have learned so much 
about rural ministry since I 
came,” he says. While’ 
acknowledging that there is a 
“suspicion about midweek ser- 
vices” and some aversion to 
change in the country, he says 
he has found that by “including 
folk, they are more receptive to 
moving on in their own 
pilgrimage.” 

The ‘including’ means that for 
his first year Stephen made very 
few changes, apart from the in- 


troduction of the family service. 
Since then he has continued to 
use the Book of Common Prayer 
while gradually bringing in new 
things such as the Good Friday 
invitation service aimed at non- 
church members. He has also 
started a bi-monthly Agnostics 
Anonymous at the Rectory for 
those who are ‘seeking’, and 
from this group some have 
already gone on to join one or 
other of the congregations. 

No regrets 

He does not in the least regret 
his move. In fact, he says that 
it is much easier in the country 
to minister to those on the 
fringes of the church. “The old 
saying that you know exactly 
what’s going on in a village can 
be turned to the church’s advan- 
tage. God often uses crises to 
work in our lives, but whereas 
in a city you don’t meet people 
in pain unless they happen to be 
members of your congregation, 
in a village people will tell you 
who they are and ask you to visit 
them,” Stephen Weston says. 

Even ecumenical worship 
seems to come about more 
naturally in the country. Unlike 
Milton Keynes, the Gate Group 
is not technically a Local 
Ecumenical Project but in prac- 
tice it is “as committed an LEP 
as anywhere”, because Chris- 
tians of all denominations prefer 
to worship in their own village. 
So a Sunday congregation at 
Weston Underwood often in- 
cludes three Roman Catholics, 
two Methodists, a Baptist and a 
Presbyterian. 


All inclusive 

Including people is also the 
theme of the ‘Welcome Week’ 
mission from March 25-31, 
when seven ordinands from 
Wycliffe Hall, some of their 
wives, and a member of staff 
will spend the week in the 
villages. There will be 
something for everyone so that, 
hopefully, everyone can find his 
or her favourite time and style 
of service even though they 
haven't been to church for some 
time or perhaps have never 
been at all. The ordinands, who 
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Stephen Weston and the Wycliffe team striding out with confidence. Photo: Ralph Capps 


include ex-teachers and a former 
pizza chef, will meet people 
‘where they are’, and during the 
week they will visit the senior 
citizens club, take part in an in- 
door bowls challenge match, 
and drop in on coffee mornings 
and drinks evenings. 

Welcome week 

The emphasis in the Welcome 
Week will be upon “faith- 
understanding rather than faith- 
explaining”, because Stephen 
Weston believes that, confronted 
with so many changes and with 
churches which often require ex- 
pensive restoration, many rural 
congregations have lost con- 
fidence and need to be 
strengthened and affirmed in 
their faith. This need, he says, 
might also be met if some of the 
men and women in rural areas 
with real pastoral gifts and sen- 
sitivity to local circumstances 
were to become part of a new 
Local Ordained Ministry. He 
himself has recently been a 
member of a group whose report 
on the Local Ordained Ministry 
(L.O.M.) was presented to the 
Diocesan Synod on March 10. 

However, despite the gaps in 
rural ministry he remains op- 
timistic. “I do see great hope for 
the Church in the country, 
because of the centrality of the 
village church and local attitudes 
to it. People who live in a village 
seem to be the sort of people 
who want to devote themselves 
to their church. It is partly why 
they live here. There are echoes 
of Eden in a village, and it is a 
starting point.” 

Christine Zwart 


Churches: All Saints, Rav- 
enstone, and St Laurence’s, 
Weston Underwood are part 
of the Gate Group which also 
includes St Peter’s, Stoke 
Goldington and St Peter’s, 
Gayhurst. All Saints dates 
from the 12th century, and 
includes a 14th century font 
and a huge 17th century 
monument to the Earl of 
Nottingham in black and 
white marble. St Laurence’s 
is from c 1200 and has some 
14th century stained glass 
and a 1405 brass to John 
Olney. 

Electoral Roll: The total 
population for the four 
villages is less than one thou- 
sand, and the electoral roll 
134, which includes 30 in 
Ravenstone and 36 in 
Weston Underwood. 
Clergy: The Revd Stephen 
Weston. 

Reader: Hubert Taylor. 
Sunday Services: Three ser- 
vices, sometimes four 
throughout the Group. 
Ravenstone — 9am Parish 
Communion three times a 
month (10-30 attend) , Mor- 
ning Prayer once a month, 
and bi-monthly family ser- 
vice. Weston Underwood: 
Communion each Sunday, 
though time varies (5-30 at- 
tend.) Also more informal 
monthly family service. 
Prayer Book Used: Book of 
Common Prayer Series 2. 
Hymn Books: Ancient and 
Modem Revised. 

Sunday School: Meets 
every Sunday in Stoke 


Goldington reading room, 
with 16 children aged three 
to 12, and three teachers. 
Choir: Mixed choir of three 
to six members who sing on 
special occasions throughout 
the Group . 

Other services: Occasional 
services for the “unchurch- 
ed” with a theme: eg on 
Good Friday, 1989, it was 
“Why is the cross so impor- 
tant?” 

Bell Ringers: One team 
rings at both Weston and 
Stoke Goldington. 

Parish Magazine: News 
from the Village , edited by 
Jean Norwood and dis- 
tributed to every household. 
Mixture of church and com- 
munity news with some 
advertising, produced 
monthly. 

Bookstall: run by Toni Izod, 
who brings it by car to 
special services. 

Mission links: ‘Vaguely’ 
linked to USPG and CMS. 
Other activities: Weekly Bi- 
ble study group; bi-monthly 
Agnostics Anonymous. New 
youth club called ‘Sunday 
Joint’ has 12 members and 
meets at the Rectory in Stoke 
Goldington. All Saints’, 
Ravenstone is raising 
£80,000 for restoration 
work, £14,000 of which has 
already been raised by the 
congregation. March 25-30 
is ‘Welcome Week’, when a 
group of ordinands from 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford are 
visiting the Group for a mini- 
mission. 
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It’s God’s 
living 
planet 


THE Earth has been a suitable 
habitat for life for three-and-a- 
half-thousand million years. 
Despite large changes in the heat 
output from the sun, the 
temperature of the Earth has re- 
mained almost constant. Many 
other properties of the earth 
have remained surprisingly 
favourable for life, such as the 
amount of salt in the sea, or ox- 
ygen in the air. 

Professor James Lovelock, an 
atmosphere chemist, has a 
theory that living organisms on 
the Earth regulate the atmos- 
phere, soil and oceans to main- 
tain appropriate conditions for 
life, and he explains how they 
could have ‘learned’ to do this. 
It seems to him that the whole 
Earth behaves like a single liv- 
ing organism — which he calls 
GAIA, after the Greek Mother 
Earth Goddess. 

This hypothesis poses many 
interesting questions for Chris- 
tians, and was the focus of a 
conference ‘God and Gaia’ at 
The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay. 
The conference was an oppor- 
tunity for a lively debate be- 
tween scientists, theologians and 
students, and was led by Pro- 
fessor Lovelock, Bishop Hugh 
Montefiore and Bishop Stephen 
Verney. 

Among the questions: 
“Should we see the Creation as 
sacred?” “Is GAIA part of 
God’s Plan?” “Are we called to 
dominate the Earth or to co- 
operate with it?” 

The theory implies that the 
Living World is a unity which 
controls its environment, and 
not just a random collection of 
species. If God’s Creation is 
looked upon as a single work, 
should it not be treated as 
sacred? 

Professor Lovelock says that 
the emergence and behaviour of 
the living Earth can be explain- 
ed scientifically as part of the 
process of evolution without the 
intervention of God. 

Bishop Montefiore countered 
that the odds against a living 
planet emerging by chance alone- 
are enormous, and pointed out 
that the laws of physics are 
ideally suited for life, which 
strongly implies the existence of 
a Creator God. Since the Earth 
can be seen as a single highly 
complex organism on which we 
are dependent. Professor Love- 
lock sees it as our task to under- 
stand and co-operate with it, 
rather than seeking to impose 
our will upon it. 

Robert Vint and 
Alwyn McKay 


SPECIAL RATE from £89 per week full board, £35 per weekend 


MONTPELIER RIDING CENTRE 

Weston Farm Lane. Weston. Bath. Somerset 

Holidays for unaccompanied children 8-15 years. Come and stay with us for the week 
and meet our friendly experienced staff, who will teach you to ride. We have 
a large indoor school and outdoor schooling area. Join in the games with your 
pony and have fun whilst learning. Plenty of hacks for the more experienced 
riders. Evening entertainment and play area, lots of horses and ponies, all sizes 
to suite everyone. Free pick up from local train or coach station. 

For more information — Tel: (0225) 23665 


GREENWOODS 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE AND 
WALLING SPECIALISTS 

Telephone: (0993) 772775 


CUMNOR HEATING SERVICES 

All types of plumbing and heating from a dripping tap to 
a complete plumbing and heating system. 

Free estimates within 48 hours. 

All work guaranteed. 

24 hour emergency service. 

0865 863370 


ANGLICAN RENEWAL MINISTRIES 

invite those in leadership, both clergy and lay, to 

CALLED TO LEAD 

a conference at High Leigh from May 8th to May 1 1th 
The speakers are: JOHN FINNEY 

How Church of England Officer for 
The Decade of Evangelism 

and 

DAVID SMITH 
from St Michael le Belfrey 
The them is: Leadership for the future 

The cost is £67 

Details and application forms are available from: 

Anglican Renewal Ministries, 6 Scriven Road, Knaresborough, 
North Yorks HG5 9EQ. (Tel: 0423 862034). 


A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT 

“WHIRLOW GRANGE” 


Ecclesall Road South, (A625) Sheffield Sll 9PZ 



For Parish. Family & Indv. Hols., Retreats, Confs, etc. 

in beautiful setting with good home cooking 
Special Rates for APR/AUG F/B £19! B/B £12. H/B £16 
APPLY “NOW” TO THE WARDEN 
Phone for Brochure (0742) 363173. 



DREAM 
DRESSES 

QUALITY BRIDAL HIRE/OR BUY 

Headdresses & Photography 
Specialising in the fuller figure 

TELEPHONE 
( 0784 ) 450392 
ANYTIME 
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APRIL 

Sun 1. KIRTLINGTON, St Mary 
the Virgin. Music for Lent and 
Passiontide at 6.30 pm sung by local 
musicians. Thiman’s “The Tempta- 
tions of Christ”, Bellman “I have 
a Dream”, Conductor Terence 
Lovett F.R.A.M. Programmes 50p 
at door, or contact Mr Waring, Park 
Farm House, Banbury Rd, Kidl- 
ington 2330. Collection for Kirtling- 
ton Roof Repair Fund Appeal. 
Sun 1. CHECKENDON, 10 am SS 
Peter and Paul. Langtree Team 
Ministry Mission ‘Focus 1990’ 
Team Sung Eucharist. Celebrant: 
The Bishop of Dorcheter. 

Mon 2. WOODCOTE Village Hall 
8pm. Langtree Team Mission, talk 
by Revd. David Winter “Focus on 
the Bible” and discussion. 

Tues 3. STOKE ROW Village Hall 
8pm. Langtree Team Mission, 
“Focus on Jesus” talk by Revd 
David Winter and discussion. 
Thurs 5. OXFORD, Botley Church 
Hall. Mothers’ Union Focus on 
Zaire Day 10.30 am-3 pm. Hear 
from Bishop Philip Risdale and 
Deaconess Lucy about their visit to 
Zaire. Bring & Buy. 

Fri 6. NEWBURY, St John’s 
Church, the Drama Group present 
“Behold Your King”, the passion 
of Christ in drama and music at 
8pm. Collection for Christian Aid. 


Fri 6. CHECKENDON Village 
Hall 8pm. Langtree Team Mission, 
“Focus on Jesus” talk by Revd 
David Winter and discussion. 

Fri 6-Sun 8. AYLESBURY, Green 
Park Youth Centre. Oxford 
Diocesan Youth Assembly 
SPRINGBOARD residential event 
for 16-25 year olds. £23.50 per per- 
son, apply to Chris Owen, Wyke 
House, Bui strode Way, Gerrards 
Cross, Bucks SL9 7QU. 

Sat 7. STOKENCHURCH, St 
Peter & St Paul Church, 7.45pm St 
Cecilia Singers with Dennis Whit- 
worth (Bass) in a programme of light 
music, followed by Faure Requiem. 
£3.50 in aid of Church Extension 
Fund. Refreshments available. 

Sat 7. CHECKENDON Village 
Hall, Langtree Team Ministry 
Children’s Christian Fun Day 
2-5pm, 50p per child. 

Sun 8. LANGTREE School Hall, 
Team Ministry Mission “Focus on 
Celebration”, Words and Music. 
Sermon by The Rt Revd Richard 
Harries, Bishop of Oxford. 

Sun 8. NEWPORT PAGNELL, 
SS Peter and Paul. “The Vigil”, an 
Easter play by Laaislas Fodor, 
7.15pm. Tickets £2.50 in aid of 
restoration appeal from Lambourne 
Travel, Newport Pagnell (0908 


Local Radio 


BBC RADIO OXFORD. 
“ Spirit Level.” Every 
Sunday at 8.05am, 95.2 
FM. The voice of all the 
local churches. Mondays 
and Fridays 6.50 and 
8.50am. Thought for the 
Day produced by the 
Spirit Level team. 

BBC RADIO NORTHAMP- 
TON. “Saint on Sun- 
day.” 7. 30-9. 30am, a 
Christian magazine pro- 
gramme on 104.2 FM. 

BBC RADIO BEDFORD- 
SHIRE. Sundays 7-9am. 
** Melting Pot , ” a 
religious magazine pro- 
gramme with Barry Amis 
on 95.5 FM. 

BRUNEL RADIO, SWIN- 
DON, 1.161 AM. 
“Breakfast Show” Sun- 
days 6-9am. Magazine 
programme featuring 
local, national and interna- 
tional Christian news. 
Sundays 10pm- lam “The 
Sharp End, ” a unique 
Christian counselling pro- 
gramme. Daily 7.50am 
“Thought for the Day” 
featuring well-known 
Christians. 


CHILTERN RADIO, Sun- 
days 6-8am, “Day One. ” 
A Christian programme of 
news, interviews and local 
events plus the best of 
gospel and hit music. 

FOX FM, 102.6 FM. Sun- 
days 6-10am, “ The 

Breakfast Show ”has a 
Christian “What's On” 
and at 7.50 and 8.50am 
Thought for the Day 
featuring local church 
representatives. Mondays 
to Fridays at 11.50pm, 
“Thought for Midnight. ” 

GWR SWINDON, 97.6 
FM. Sundays 6-8am “The 
Gary Vincent Show” 
With religious features 
and Christian “What's 
On.” Sunday 8-10pm, 
“Sal Solo Rock Gospel 
Show” and phone-in. 
Daily 8.50am Thought for 
the Day. 

RADIO 210, READING, 
210 FM. Sundays 7-8am, 
“The Sunday Breakfast 
Show'* with Graham 
Rogers and Eunice 
Cooper, Music, Inter- 
views, Competitions. 
Church news and a Sun- 
day Thought. 



Sitting properly 
doesn't have 
to be a 
pain in 
the back 


About a quarter of the population suffer from 
backaches sometime in their lives. Cintique, after 
careful study and research, have done much to help 
in the relief of such problems. The Cintique Back Care 
Collection is the result and the Highgrove, shown here, 
is a Fine example from it. 

A classic style designed to fit into any 
environment, the four models in the Highgrove 
collection all have Cintique’s unique springing system 
and high supporting back to give you the extra comfort 
and support your back needs. 

Come in and sit down ~ B B 
you’ll feel better already. {jintin|J0 

HULL LOOSLEY & 
PEARCE LTD 

120-123 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
Telephone High Wycombe 33222 ^ ^ 


610282) and Fagins Bookshop, 
Milton Keynes (0908 604 293). 
Limited seating. 

Tues 10. READING, St Laurence, 
St Laurence Players will perform 
Edward Murch’s Passion Play “No 
Name in the Street” in the church 
at 7.30pm. Collection for the 
Children’s Society. 

Wed 11. CHINNOR, St Andrew’s 
Parish Church. The Brookside 
Singers present “Steiner’s Crucifix- 
ion” at 7.30pm. Admission free, 
collection in aid of the restoration 
fund. Refreshments available. 
Maundy Thurs 12. STOKE ROW, 
8pm, St John The Evangelist, 
Langtree Team Ministry Team 
Eucharist. 

Good Fri 13. IVER. Make Way 
for the Cross’, 8pm, Iver Village 
Hall. Free entry and refreshments. 
0753 653532 for tickets. 

Good Fri 13. COWLEY, St 
Luke’s, Stainer’s Crucifixion, 
7.30pm. Sung by the Brookside 
Singers. Collection in aid of St 
Luke’s. Car parking available. 
Good Fri 13. LANGTREE TEAM 
MINISTRY Good Friday 
Pilgrimage. Noon Stoke Row, St 
John Evangelist; 1.15pm Checken- 
don SS Peter and Paul; 2.30pm 
Woodcote St Leonard. 

Good Fri 13. WHITE 
WALTHAM, St Mary’s Three 
Hour Service Noon to 3pm. 

Good Fri 13. HITCHAM, St 
Mary’s Church will be open from 
2-5pm for prayer and meditation — 
please come and join us. 

Easter Sat 14. HITCHAM, St 
Mary’s Church will be open again 
from 2-5pm. 

Easter Sun 15. LANGTREE Team 
Ministry: Checkendon and Wood- 
cote 8am Holy Communion; Stoke 
Row 9.30 Parish Eucharist; Wood- 
cote St Leonard Family Communion 
at 9.45am; Checkendon SS Peter 
and Paul Parish Communion at 
10.45. 

Sat 14 and Sun 15. OXFORD, St 

Andrew’s, Linton Road. “Jigsaw 
People”: a musical drama for Easter 
composed and directed by Veronica 
Bennetts. Performances: Sat 8pm, 
Sun 3pm and 8pm Tickets £2.50 and 
£1 from the Parish Office. Weekday 
mornings Oxford 311212, evenings 
Oxford 511795. 

Wed 18. WANTAGE. SS Peter and 
Paul. Healing service 8pm. 
Eucharist with laying on of hands. 
Also May 16. 

Fri 20/Sat 21. CHARLBURY. St 

Mary’s. Sat 10-4pm; Sun 
11.30-3pm. Come and enjoy (and 
buy) work of local professional 
artists in aid of restoration appeal. 
Fri 20/Sat 21. READING, 
Greyfriars Centre Tearcraft Third 
World Craft Fair 10am to 7pm. Sale 
of quality products from the 
developing world and showing of 
Tear Fund videos. Admission Free, 
free giveaway packets for every 
child. Details 01-977 9144, Sally 
Mockford. 

Sat 21. FENNY STRATFORD, St 


Martin’s Church 8pm. ‘An Evening 
of Music and Song’ by the Milton 
Keynes Gilbert & Sullivan Society 
in aid of the Church Urban Fund. 
Tickets £2.50 usual concessions 
£1.50. Enquiries 0908 565764. 
Wed 25. OXFORD, St Andrew’s 
Church Linton Rd. Oxford & 
District Church Missionary Socie- 
ty Assoc. “Tell me your Story!” 
8pm (coffee 7.30pm). Accounts of 
members’ visits to churches in South 
Africa, Kenya, Uganda, China and 
meet our visitor from Kenya. Details 
from Oxford 245509. 

Sat 28. MARLOW. All Saints 
Spring Fair with stalls, bring and 
buy etc in aid of the restoration fund, 
10am-2pm in the Church Hall. 
MAY 

Wed 2-Sat 5 inc. LONG CREN- 
DON. Cycle of six mystery plays. 
Performance at 8. 15pm lasts approx 
2 hrs. May 4 and 5 Medieval Sup- 
per at Long Crendon Manor timed 
so that visitors can go to both. Ticket 
prices depend on evening and can in- 
clude supper if required. Full details: 
Mrs Jill Wolfe, The Mound, Lower 
End, Long Crendon, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP 18 9EF. Tel: 0844 
208654. See also page one. 

Thur 3. OXFORD, CMS Coffee 
Morning with a talk by The Revd M. 
Granavaram on “Glimpses of the 
Church of South India” at 122, Ban- 
bury Road at 10.30 am. 

Sat 12. STOKENCHURCH, SS 
Peter & Paul Church at 7.45 pm, 
return visit of The Belmont Quartet 
accompanied by Marjorie Burnham 
for a Victorian Evening in aid of the 
Church Urban Fund. Tickets £ 
3.50 to include refreshments. 

Sept 12. BURNHAM, St Peter’s, 
7.30 pm. The English Chamber Or- 
chestra perform Handel, Holst, 
Bach, Walter Leigh and Mozart. 
Tickets £8 from St Peter’s. Please 
make cheques payable to PCC Bur- 
nham and enclose stamped addressed 
envelope (or call in). Refreshments 
in interval. 

Thurs 17. OXFORD, St Clement’s 
Concert of Mendelssohn’s “Hymn 
of Praise”, Conductor Paul Herr- 
ington, choir and orchestra from 
local churches. To raise funds for 
Central Council of Churches drop- 
in centre for the homeless and 
hopefully be a real hymn of praise 
to God. Local singers and in- 
strumentalists of all kinds still 
urgently needed. Details from 
Theresa Gray, Oxford 68080. 

Sat 19. HITCHAM, Burnham Park 
2pm. St Mary’s Church Teddy Bears 
Picnic to raise funds for the Inten- 
sive Care Baby Unit at St Mary’s" 
Hospital, London. 

Sat 19. READING, St Paul’s 
Church & grounds, Whitley Wood 
Lane, a “Spring Fayre” with music, 
dancers, sideshows, crafts, and 
refreshments. Details: Elizabeth 
Brazell (0734) 87448. 

July 6-8, WHITCHURCH, 
Aylesbury “Yellow Braces” Youth 
Fesitval of fun, exploration and shar- 
ing for 12-16 year olds. Details: 
Church House, North Hinksey, Ox- 
ford OX2 0NB. Tel: 0865 244566. 


Divinity of Christ 

(A sequel to the March issue) 

Every bit as important to the Christian as the ‘humanity of 
God’ is the divinity of Christ. 

Not even a casual reader of the Gospel could fail to notice 
the marked difference between the synoptic Gospel on the 
one hand and the fourth gospel on the other. 

The Christ of the synoptic Gospels is a figure of infinite 
charm and persuasiveness, at home in his galilaean coun- 
tryside, a gifted teacher and a wonderous healer. He lov- 
ingly observes the birds nesting in the mustard tree, the 
farmer sowing his land in faith and expectancy, the merchant 
about his business, the housewife at her work. 

But when we turn to the fourth Gospel, a different pic- 
ture emerges. Gone are the homely touches, the domestic 
pieties, the easy friendships. The Johannine Christ is an aloof 
and formidable figure, following his own star, guarding his 
own secret, solely bent on his Father’s will, and at war with 
the world. 

The contrast must not be pressed, for there are many points 
of kinship between the Johannine Christ and the Christ of the 
synoptists, but the perspective is certainly different. Why? 

The author of the fourth Gospel is always looking behind 
the veil of our Lord’s earthly life. Behind the gracious teacher 
and healer of Galilee, he discerns the mystery of Christ’s 
eternal being, the Word made flesh, the plenipotentiary of 
God himself, the one who was from the beginhing and would 
be for evermore. 

St Paul put it simply, “We see God in the face of Jesus 
Christ”. In him we see both the humanity and the majesty 
of God. 

St John had seen the glory, glory as of the only — begot- 
ten of the Father, full of grace and truth. He wrote his Gospel 
on his knees, in reverent awe before that mystery. Where 
others saw only points, he saw stars. Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the author 
of numerous books. He lives near Banbury. 


Alison's pan-tastic 
Shrove victory 



Victory for Mrs Alison Steele who was First past the tape 
in the 1990 Olney Pancake Race on Tuesday, February 27. 

The race for women in the parish is said to have begun 
in 1445. The course starts in the Market Place and ends in 
front of the Church and the pancake must be tossed at the 
start and the finish. 

This year’s time of 68 seconds was a slow one due to the 
howling wind. Immediately afterwards a crowd of more than 
500 people attended the Shriving Service of penitence at the 
Church of SS Peter and Paul where the preacher was the 
Bishop of Oxford. 

Photo : Lionel Gech , Milton Keynes Photo Services. 


Easter at 


the Cathedral 

Wednesday, April 11 

St John Passion; 8pm 

Maundy Thursday, April 12 

Blessing of the Oils, 11am: The Bishop of Oxford 

Evensong, 6pm 

Sung Eucharist, 7.30pm 

Good Friday, April 13 

Mattins, 10am 
Evensong, 6pm 

Saturday, April 14 

Evensong, 6pm 

Easter Vigil, 9pm: Canon John Fenton 

Easter Day, April 15 

Holy Communion (said), 8am 
Mattins, 10am: The Bishop of Oxford 
Sung Eucharist, 11.15am: The Dean 
Evensong, 6pm 


GILLCREST 
(BERKSHIRE) LTD 

Suppliers of Church Candles, Altar 
Breads and Communion Wine, in the 
Reading area. 

Tel: 0734 760581 


MIRROR WARDROBES 



Makes Rooms Feel Bigger & Brighter 


♦ Free design, quotation 
by experienced fitter 

- 500 installations to date 

♦ Made to measure 


Free leaflet, price 
list, information pack 

High quality wide 
sliding doors 
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